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THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATIONAL PARK'S COMPENDIUM

CLOSURES AND PUBLIC USE LIMITS
1.5  ROADS

The following areas are closed to vehicular traffic when snow and ice conditions make it unsafe to travel:

1.
The South Unit Loop Road.

2.
Caprock Coulee Trailhead to the west boundary in the North Unit. 

Other limits:

3.
The above areas may be closed from sunset to sunrise during hunting seasons.


4.
The west gate on the road system of the North Unit is closed to public use.

1.5  BALLOONS
All areas of the park are closed, with the exception of the main park housing areas, to the use of flying kites, remote control cars and planes and helium-filled latex or mylar balloons unless they are tethered or released indoors.

1.5  CAMPGROUNDS

South Unit Roundup Group Horse Camp

1.
Closed to camping from November 1 to April 30 or whenever weather/hazardous conditions exist.
2.       Group size limits - 20 people and 20 horses or 30 people without horses.

Cottonwood and Juniper Campgrounds

1.
Campsite limit is one family group or six (6) persons per campsite.

2. Limit of two (2) motor vehicles per campsite, except only one (1) vehicle per walk-in tent site.

3. Cottonwood Group Campsite minimum limit of six (6) people and maximum limit of twenty (20) people and five (5) normal sized passenger vehicles.

4. Juniper Group Campsite minimum limit of six (6) people and maximum limit of sixty (60) people with 20 normal sized passenger vehicles.  

5. Both Cottonwood and Juniper Campgrounds are closed to horses and horse trailers.

1.5  PICNICKING
General

1.
Picnicking is prohibited within the developed headquarters and residential areas except where tables are provided for public use.

A. South Unit

1.
Cottonwood Campground, Cottonwood Group Campsite and the Roundup Group Horse Camp are closed to picnicking from May 1 through September 30.

2.
Picnic areas are closed from10:00 PM to 6:00 am daily from May 1 through September 30.

B. North Unit

1.
The Juniper Campground and Group Campsite are closed to picnicking from May 1 through September 30.
2.
Picnic areas are closed from 10:00 PM to 6:00 am daily from May 1 through September 30.
1.5  BACKCOUNTRY

1.
A portion or the entire park may be closed for wildlife management activities, herbicide treatments, wildland fires and prescribed burns.

2. Overnight backcountry party size is limited to eight (8) riders and eight (8) horses per party or ten (10) people without horses.

3. The Wind Canyon Parking area is closed to all parking from May 1 through Labor Day, 11:00 PM to 5:00 am.

1.5  DEVELOPED AREAS
1.
The South Unit Cottonwood Picnic Area, Cottonwood Campground, Roundup Horse Camp and in the North Unit, Juniper Campground developed areas are closed to the playing of softball, volleyball, badminton, horseshoes and other lawn games.  The NU developed area includes the campground, picnic area and the paved nature trail.

2.
Diesel and gasoline powered vehicles, including buses and trucks, are prohibited from idling their engines more than five (5) minutes when parked in developed areas.

3.
The drainage settling pond northeast of Residence #111 is closed except for servicing.

PRIVATE 

1.5 WEED FREE SEED FREE FORAGE AND GRAIN

Pursuant to the Regulations of the Secretary of Interior, 36 Code

Of Federal Regulations, Section 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits; the following is prohibited in Theodore Roosevelt National Park:

1. Possessing, storing or transporting feeds, hay, straw, grain or mulch that is not certified as being noxious weed free or noxious weed seed free according to the North American Weed Management Association Standards for Certified Weed Seed Free Forage.

2.
Possessing, storing or transporting out-of-state feeds, hay, straw, grain or mulch that has not been certified according to the North American Weed Management Association Standards for Certified Weed Seed Free Forage.

Pursuant to 36 CFR, Section 1.5, the following are exempt from this order:

1.
Possession or use of pelletized feed.

2.
Transporting feeds, straw, hay, grain or mulch on through roads and to ranches adjacent to Theodore Roosevelt National Park.

3.
Persons with written approval from the Chief Ranger to use non-certified feed.

The above restrictions are required to prevent the spread of noxious weeds on public lands within the State of North Dakota, other states, Theodore Roosevelt National Park, other national parks, United States Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau Of Reclamation, military reservations and the United States Fish and wildlife Service

1.6  PERMITS
In accordance with 36 CFR 1.7 (b) the following activities require special permits:

1.
Entering closed areas

2.
Collecting (research specimens)

3.
Special events

4.
Public assemblies, meetings

5.
Sale or distribution of printed matter

6.
Scattering of human ashes

7.
Backcountry use (overnight stays)

8.
All commercial/business operations including, but not limited to, filming (still, video, & movie) and guide activities.

2.1 (c) NATURAL FEATURES
Up to one quart per person/in possession of the following may be gathered for personal use or consumption:

1.
Chokecherry




6.
Buffalo berry

2.
Currant berry




7.
Plum

3.
Rose hips




8.
Juniper berry

4.
Juneberry




9.
Wild strawberry

5.
Skunkbush sumac (leaves and berries)
10.
Mushroom

2.2 (d) WILDLIFE PROTECTION

1.
Wildlife lawfully taken may be transported directly through the park on the East River Road only.  Transportation may not include any stops unless previous arrangements have been approved.  All wildlife carcasses must be covered.

2.
The licensed hunter may remove lawfully wounded wildlife that escape into the park and expire after notifying the Superintendent, or designee, and under the supervision of a park ranger.  The licensed hunters may not carry their weapons into the park.

2.4(d)(4)  WEAPONS, TRAPS AND NETS
A permit is required to transport firearms or other hunting weapons within the park unless the implement has been rendered inoperable, cased and stored out of sight in a motor vehicle.  Permits, when issued, will not be valid during the North Dakota big game hunting season. 


2.5  RESEARCH SPECIMENS
Research specimen collecting will be allowed only in conjunction with approved research collection permits as defined in 36 CFR 2.5.  Written research proposals must be submitted to the Superintendent with application, allowing a minimum of 30 days for staff evaluation and consideration.

Permits are not issued if removal of the specimen would result in damage to other natural or cultural resources, adversely affect environmental or scenic values, or if the specimen is readily available outside of the park.

Permits authorizing the killing of plants, fish, or wildlife can only be issued after approval of a written research proposal and determination that the collection will not result in derogation of park values or the purposes for which the park was established and that the collection has the potential for conserving and perpetuating the species collected.

2.10(a)  CAMPING
General Camping Regulations
Camping is prohibited unless registered at a designated campground or in possession of a valid backcountry use permits.

Camping/overnight parking is prohibited at Halliday Wells parking area.

A free backcountry permit is required for overnight camping in all backcountry areas of Theodore Roosevelt National Park.  The only exception is the cabin site enclosure at the Elkhorn Unit.

Camping time limitations are as follows: No person, party, or organization shall be permitted to camp for more than a total 15 consecutive days or 30 days in a calendar year.

Frontcountry Camping Regulations:
The following apply to campgrounds:

1.
Camping is allowed in designated sites only.

2.
a.  During the period from May 1 through Labor Day, camping at Cottonwood and Juniper Campgrounds is limited to 15 consecutive days.  Camping may be extended during this period if the campgrounds are not at full capacity.  With this extension, campers may be relocated to another campsites to prevent resource degradation.  However, no person, party, or organization shall be permitted to camp for more than a total of 30 days in a calendar year.  


b.  Group campground camping is limited to 5 consecutive days, with no more than a total of 15 days in a calendar year.

3.
a.  Camping at Cottonwood and Juniper campgrounds is limited to one family or six persons and two vehicles per campsite.    


b.  Group Horse Campground camping is limited to 20 people and 20 horses or 30 people without horses.  The Juniper Group Campsite is limited to 60 people without horses.

4.
All wheels of vehicles, trailers, etc., must remain on the parking pad surface.

5.
Tying or hanging any lines from trees, shrubs, signposts, etc. is prohibited.

6.
Motorized generators may not be operated between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am.

7.
Motorized generators operated in those areas designated for their use must comply with noise restrictions as set forth in 36 CFR 2.12.

8. At the Roundup Group Horse Camp stock may only be kept in the corral or tied to designated hitching posts.  Stock may not be tied to other developed facilities, including split rail fences, and may not be picketed or hobbled within a 2mile radius.

Backcountry Camping Regulations
A free backcountry use permit is required for overnight camping in the backcountry.  Backcountry camping is limited to 15 consecutive days, with no more than a total of 30 days in a calendar year.  Backcountry camping is prohibited at the following locations:

1.
Within 1/4 mile or within sight of roads, developed areas or trailheads.

2.
Within 200 feet of any water source.

3.
Any area for which notice has been given by the Superintendent.

2.10(d)  FOOD STORAGE
While in a campground, picnic area, or parking lot, all food and garbage must be kept sealed inside a vehicle or camping unit constructed of a solid, non-pliable material or other acceptable methods to protect from wildlife intrusions.

These restrictions do not apply to food that is being transported, consumed or prepared for consumption.

2.11  PICNICKING
Picnicking is allowed in the park in accordance with these compendium and food storage regulations of 2.10(d). Except for food that is being transported, consumed or prepared for consumption, leaving food unattended is prohibited.

2.13(a)(1)  FIRES
Fires are permitted only in grills within the designated picnic areas and campgrounds with the exception of Roundup Horse Camp (has established  fire pit).  Fires may be restricted during times of high to extreme wildland fire danger.  

2.14(a)(9) SANITATION
Toilets must be used where they are provided.  In non-developed areas, where they are not provided, waste must be buried at least 6 inches and at least 200 feet from water sources.

2.15(a)(1)  PETS
Pets are prohibited on all trails and throughout the backcountry.   Pets are restricted to the developed areas and must be on a leash.

Park residents may keep pets in accordance with the Theodore Roosevelt National Park Pet Policy. That policy is hereby adopted and made part of this compendium.  The Superintendent may choose to adopt all or portions of the City of Medora pet policy for those residences within the City of Medora.

2.16(a)  PACK ANIMALS

Horses, mules and burros are designated as pack animals.  All other animals, including llamas, are prohibited.

2.16(b)  HORSES AND PACK ANIMALS
Horses and pack animals may be used at any location within the park except:

1.
Campgrounds (excluding the Horse Camp)      
5.       Ridgeline Trail

2.
Picnic areas





6.       Coal Vein Trail

3.
Caprock Coulee Trail 



           7.       Skyline Trail

4.
Little Mo Nature Trail
    

                       8.       Painted Canyon Nature Trail

                                                                                            9.        Wind Canyon Trail

2.18 (c) SNOWMOBILES

The operation of snowmobiles on the frozen surface of the Little Missouri River in both units of the park is permitted.  The park will be open for such activity at times determined and posted by the Superintendent depending on weather, snow and river condition.  Access to and from the river for snowmobiles will be from outside the park boundaries only.  Special Regulation 36CFR 7.54.

2.20  SKATING, SKATEBOARDS, ETC

The use of skates, skateboards and other similar devices is only permitted on sidewalks and paved surfaces within residential areas only.

2.21 (a) SMOKING

Smoking is prohibited in all park buildings and vehicles except residential dwellings.

2.22 (a)(2) PROPERTY

Visitors on overnight trips in the backcountry may leave their vehicles unattended for the period specified on their backcountry use permit in established roadside pullouts and parking areas.

2.23(c)  RECREATION FEES
Recreation fees may be suspended during periods of extreme weather, wildfires, power failures, or other emergencies as authorized by the Superintendent.

2.35(a)(3)  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Consumption of alcoholic beverages is restricted by 36 CFR 2.35 and is prohibited in the following areas:

1.
Visitor centers and adjacent parking areas

2.
Nature trails

3. During interpretive programs

4. During travel on backcountry trails.

2.50  SPECIAL EVENTS
Permits are required for any special event utilizing park areas.  Special events are activities that impact park resources or operations such as sporting events, pageants, regattas, public spectator attractions, entertainment, ceremonies, large group camps, or organized bicycle groups and fall under the category of privileges. Written applications must be submitted to the Superintendent at least 7days prior to the date desired for the event.  Consideration will only be given to those activities in which there is a meaningful association between the park area and the event, the observance contributes to visitor appreciation or understanding of the park, and will not interfere with or be given priority over the use of the area for activities involving individual participation of visitors.

2.51  PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES, MEETINGS
Permits are required for any public assemblies, meetings, gatherings, or other public expressions of opinion within the park.  Approved locations are designated in Appendix "A."  Written applications for permits must be submitted to the Superintendent at least 7 days prior to the date desired for the event.  The superintendent may approve locations based on the event and resource considerations.  

2.52  SALE/DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED MATTER

Permits for this type of activity will be issued by the Superintendent and limited to areas designated in Appendix "A".  Written application must be submitted to the Superintendent at least 7 days prior to the date desired for commencement of the activity.

2.62(b)  MEMORIALIZATION
The scattering of human ashes from cremation requires a permit from the Superintendent, which will establish conditions for, and location of, this activity.

4.21(b)  SPEED LIMITS
In addition to speed limits established by 36 CFR 4.21(a), the following speed limits have been designated:

1.
The South Unit speed limit on the main park road from the south boundary to the north boundary is 35 mph, as posted by signs, except for the following areas:


  a)
The Entrance Station/Visitor Center area - 15 mph.


  b)
The Loop and unpaved portion of the drive - 25 mph.

2.
The North Unit speed limit on the main park road is 25 mph, as posted by signs, except for the Entrance Station/Visitor Center, campgrounds and picnic areas where the speed limit is 15 mph.


APPENDIX A

DESIGNATED AREAS FOR PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES/MEETINGS


AND SALE/DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED MATTER

In compliance with 36 CFR 2.51 and 2.52, maps identifying locations approved for public assemblies/meetings and the sale/distribution of printed matter have been prepared.  The following locations were designated as inappropriate for these uses based on the criteria set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations.

1.  All undeveloped areas of the park are closed as these activities would unreasonably impair the atmosphere of peace and tranquility maintained in wilderness, backcountry, natural, historic, or commemorative zones (2.51(e)(2) and 2.52(e)(2)).

2.  All offices, visitor centers, maintenance areas, nature trails, view points, campgrounds, picnic areas, parking lots and sidewalks are closed as these activities would unreasonably interfere with interpretive, visitor service, or other program activities, or with the administrative activities of the National Park Service (2.51(e)(3) and 2.52(e)(3)).

3.  All concession areas are closed, as the activity would substantially impair the operations of public use facilities or services of National Park Service Concessioner or contractors (2.51(e)(4) and 2.52(e)(4)).

All other public use areas not specifically mentioned above are open as follows:

Public Assemblies


North Unit:


The contiguous mowed lawn at the visitor center.


The contiguous grounds at the western end of the Battleship Butte Parking Lot on the main tour road.


The adjacent grounds on the eastern side of the comfort station parking area within the NU Picnic Area.


The NU Campground Amphitheater so long as the timing of the assembly does not interfere with scheduled interpretive events.


South Unit:


The fifty-(50) feet of contiguous and adjacent mowed grounds on the northwest end of the Medora Visitor Center parking lot . 


Those contiguous grounds sixty (60) feet east of the picnic shelters and extending easterly to a point one hundred (100) feet west of the southwest corner of the visitor center at the Painted Canyon Rest Area.


The Cottonwood Campground amphitheater so long as the timing of the assembly does not interfere with scheduled interpretive events.

Sale or Distribution of Printed Matter


North Unit:


The contiguous mowed lawn at the visitor center


South Unit:


The cement section east of the of the Visitor Center and north of the sidewalk up against the north fence area and the contiguous 60’ of mowed lawn north and east along the sidewalk.


Painted Canyon: 


Those contiguous grounds (20) feet by (20) feet next to and west of the Visitor Center walkway and north of the parking lot sidewalk

February 25, 2003
Memorandum

To:

Park Staff

From:

Superintendent

Subject:
2003Compendium

Attached is the 2003 Compendium to 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Compendium addresses those areas of 36 CFR where specific authority is given to the Superintendent and must be read in conjunction with 36 CFR for an accurate picture of the regulation.

These closures and public use limits are made in accordance with Title 36 CFR Section 1.5 - they are not expected to result in a significant alteration in the public use pattern, adversely affect park values, require modification in resource management objectives or be highly controversial in nature.

Andrew E. Banta

Acting Superintendent
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