SITKA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
2004 COMPENDIUM ADDENDUM 
Sitka National Historical Park Superintendent Greg Dudgeon has made a determination to remove the former Sheldon Jackson College (SJC) fire ring and close the site to all fires as of August 15, 2004. This closure is a change from the Park’s 2004 Compendium item relating to fires under 36 CFR 2.13(a)(1). Prior to August 15, 2004, the fire ring had been open to fires based on the Superintendent’s designation. Under 36 CFR 1.5(a)(2), the Superintendent has the authority to make this closure.

The new Compendium language under 36 CFR 2.13(a)(1) Fires-designated areas and conditions, now states: 

“As of August 15, 2004, fires are allowed only in elevated fire grills installed by the National Park Service. All trash (tin foil, burnt food, glass and cans, etc.) must be removed from the fire site after use.”
 DETERMINATION
Under 36 CFR 1.5(c) Closures and public use limits, the Superintendent is required to prepare a written determination justifying the action, prior to the closure. This determination has been made and discussed with numerous park stakeholders, including officials at Sheldon Jackson College, the Sitka Tribe of Alaska, the City and Borough of Sitka, the City’s Parks and Recreation Board and the State of Alaska. No objections were made concerning the proposed closure in the course of these discussions.  
The old SJC fire ring was located on a 6.5 acre parcel that was sold to Sitka NHP by SJC in 2001. It was located near the banks of the Indian River in the park, east of college campus family housing units and had been used by SJC students for bonfires and parties for many years. As per the 2002 Environmental Assessment completed by the NPS for the new property, the park may choose to develop the site at a future time as an education/interpretive site. In the interim, the park tried to manage the fire ring and adjacent area in a “status quo” manner. Various attempts by the park to manage the site and reasonably maintain the impacts and damage to the area have been unsuccessful. It has been determined that less restrictive measures short of closure will not suffice in order to protect park property and values. 
Frequent and repeated vandalism at and near the fire ring are the primary reasons why the Superintendent decided to close and remove the fire ring. Underage drinking occurs routinely at the site. Litter from numerous parties is a recurring problem. There is no longer any easily accessible firewood on site and vandals have routinely burned park property. This past spring vandals burned a heavy wooden park bench valued at $350.00. Vandals recently burned two park saw horses from the nearby maintenance storage area. In addition to vandalism, the size and associated impacts of the fire ring have grown considerably. The ring had grown to nearly ten feet in diameter due to inappropriate use and the surrounding vegetation has been severely trampled and the mineral soil eroded.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under 36 CFR 1.7(a) Public Notice, whenever a 1.5(a) closure or restriction is invoked, the public is required to be notified by the posting of signs, by publication in a local newspaper, or other appropriate methods. As noted above, the Superintendent has consulted with various stakeholders about the plan to close and remove the fire ring. SJC has agreed to designate a new, alternative fire ring site on campus for the benefit of students and staff. The park will issue a press release notifying the community about the closure and describing where fires are authorized. Signs will continue to be posted at the old fire ring site indicating fires are now prohibited at that site. Finally, this Addendum to the Compendium is the official notice to the public, State and other stakeholders. It will be available at the park, on the park’s website and on line with the NPS Regional posting of Alaska Superintendents Compendiums which are always available to the public.
