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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA





Why is the National Park Service considering alternatives for managing the park?





Different people have expressed different visions for the future of the park and parkway – while many want to see the park continue as it has over the past few decades, others feel strongly that changes are needed in the way the area is managed.  The National Park Service has a responsibility to carefully consider these varying viewpoints, so long as the concepts are compatible with the legislated purposes of the park and parkway.


This open house is an opportunity to discuss the draft General Management Plan/Environmental impact Statement alternatives.  The alternatives reflect the variety of public comments and are a tool for us to learn what you and others support or oppose for the future of the park and parkway.


The National Environmental Policy Act requires that any major federal action, such as the development of a general management plan for a national park, include an examination of a full range of reasonable alternatives to accomplishing the purpose of the project, in this case the long term management of Rock Creek Park and Rock Creek and the Potomac Parkway.





Which of the alternatives is endorsed by the National Park Service?   





After careful consideration, the National Park Service identified Alternative D, Mid-Weekday Recreation Enhancement, as the preferred alternative.  Alternative D would provide for the broadest use of the park and would represent the best balance of improving resource protection, enhancing recreational opportunities, and continuing the traditional visitor experience of automobile touring along the length of the park.  We are inviting comments on all the alternatives.





What if I don’t want any changes in the park? 


  


Let us know that you support alternative B, Continue Current Management/No Action.  It would be very 


helpful to also hear from you about the values you want to see maintained in the park, and why you don’t like the other alternatives.





What will be the next step in developing the general management plan?  





The planning team will summarize and analyze all comments.  Following careful consideration of each comment, a final plan will be prepared and a notice of availability of the final plan will be sent to everyone on the mailing list.

















What is the purpose of this open house and public meeting/how will my comments be used?  





This is an opportunity for you to discuss your ideas and concerns about the draft alternatives presented in the draft General Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement with members of the Rock Creek Park/Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway planning team members.  The planning team members are here to listen and learn about your views of the park and how you feel it should be managed for the future.





What is a general management plan?   





A general management plan is similar to a “master plan” which sets the overall course for future management of a national park or other unit of the National Park System.  The planning process provides an important means of exchanging ideas, viewpoints, and visions among participants.





Why prepare a general management plan for Rock Creek Park?    


The park superintendent frequently receives requests for new programs, activities, developments, and other changes to the park and parkway and must respond to these pressures on a case by case basis; a general management plan will provide guidance for consistently responding to such opportunities and pressures.


There has not been an overall plan for Rock Creek Park since 1918, and a comprehensive plan is needed now to clearly state the natural, cultural, and recreational values of the park and to outline the direction for the future.


Increasingly limited funds and other resources means that management priorities must be established and alternative sources of funding and assistance explored; a general management plan will provide a logical and trackable process for making such decisions.


General management plans are required by law (the National Parks and Recreation Act of 1978) for all units of the National Park System.
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Rock Creek Park





Frequently Asked Questions











When and where can I attend a public meeting on the draft General Management Plan?





May 20, 2003, 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm,  University of the District of Columbia Auditorium


May 22, 2003, 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm,  University of the District of Columbia Auditorium





 If I don’t attend a public meeting, can I still comment on the plan?





Yes.  Comments on the draft General Management Plan should be received or transmitted by e-mail no later than July 15, 2003.  Comments may be sent to:





National Park Service, Rock Creek Park


Superintendent


3545 Williamsburg Ln, NW


Washington, DC 20008-1207  





Or email to rocr_superintendent@nps.gov.





Written comments may also be submitted online by visiting www.nps.gov/rocr, clicking on "General Management Plan," and then clicking on "Your Input."  The direct web address for the online comment form is: http://planning.nps.gov/parkweb/comments.cfm?RecordID=135 .    





Please include your name and street address with your comment. 





Who do I contact if I have questions about the draft General Management Plan?


 


Call Adrienne Coleman, Park Superintendent, at 202.895.6000, or email rocr_superintendent@nps.gov.   
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 Where can I review a full copy of the draft General Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement?





www.nps.gov/planning,  or www.nps.gov/rocr


A limited number of hard copies are available – request a copy by calling 202.895.6000 or writing to:  





National Park Service, Rock Creek Park


Superintendent


3545 Williamsburg Ln, NW


Washington, DC 20008-1207  





Or email to rocr_superintendent@nps.gov





Copies may be reviewed at:


Chevy Chase Library


Cleveland Park Library


Georgetown Library


Juanita E. Thornton-Shepherd Park Library


Langston Community Library


Library of Congress


Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library


Mt. Pleasant Library


Northeast Library


Petworth Library


Tenley-Friendship Library


Watha P. Daniel /Shaw Library


Woodridge Library





























