JUSTIFICATION FOR ALCOHOL CLOSURE IN ROCK CREEK PARK
Park Superintendent, by authority of 36 CFR 2.35 (3)(I), may close all or a portion of a public use area or public facility within a park to the consumption of alcoholic beverages.  The Superintendent of Rock Creek Park has determined that it is necessary to prohibit alcoholic beverages from all areas administered by Rock Creek Park, except the Carter Barron Amphitheater, the Rock Creek Golf Course and the Rock Creek Tennis Stadium.  This determination is based on the following justification.

In 1953, Congressional legislation (67 Stat. 495) established a specific category for those park areas within the District of Columbia as “National Capital Parks” as opposed to National Parks or National Monuments.  In making a separate category, Congress was verifying that the parks within the District of Columbia, including Rock Creek Park, have a particular mission to preserve not only the resources but also the character of the Nation’s Capital.  Because of the park’s position as a “National Capital Park” within the Nation’s Capital, it would be inappropriate for the policies of Rock Creek Park to conflict with the laws of the District of Columbia.  In this case, the D.C. code 25-128(a) provides in part that “[n]o person shall in the District of Columbia drink alcoholic beverage in any street, alley, park, or parking; or in any vehicle in or upon the same...”  Therefore, based on its location within the District of Columbia, the Superintendent of Rock Creek Park has determined that it is inappropriate to allow alcohol within Rock Creek except at the areas mentioned above.  Those areas are excepted because they are both controlled and enclosed.

A further justification for closure of all park areas to alcohol is the wide geographic distribution of the park.  Rock Creek Park is composed of many diverse park areas located in Northwest and Northeast Washington, D.C.  These include large natural areas, historic structures and recreation sites as well as small isolated green spaces.  The park could easily become a refuge for those trying to avoid D.C. laws that restrict alcohol.  In addition, with 55 miles of boundary, it is sometimes difficult to determine where park land begins and private or D.C. land ends.  Even park officials must sometimes search maps to determine if a certain piece of property is part of Rock Creek Park.  Furthermore, the District of Columbia maintains about 800 acres of small parks throughout the city.  Since most of the small open spaces are not marked as far as ownership, the public often has no way of distinguishing between a site that is maintained by the National Park Service and one that belongs to the District of Columbia.  Therefore, it is unreasonable to expect the public and law enforcement officials to know at all times whether someone is on park property or not.  This situation could lead to inappropriate arrests as well as failure to arrest because the officer did not know who owns the land.

It is appropriate and reasonable for Rock Creek Park as a National Capital Park to be consistent with the laws of the District of Columbia and prohibit alcohol in Rock Creek Park except in the areas mentioned above.

