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STATEMENT FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

The National Park Service (NPS) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluating alternative management options for PWC use on Lake Meredith in the Lake Meredith National Recreation Area (within Potter, Hutchinson, and Moore Counties, Texas).  

PWC's are small vessels, usually less than 16 feet in length, which use an inboard motor powering a water jet pump as their primary source of power.  Persons sitting, standing, or kneeling on the vessel operate them.  PWC's are commonly referred to as wet bikes or by their trademarks Jetski, Wave Runner, and SeaDoo.

The Environmental Assessment (EA) will evaluate the continuation of PWC use as currently managed; evaluating PWC use with different management options; and discontinuing PWC use within the National Recreation Area.  This planning effort is necessary to assist the park in protecting the natural and cultural resources, visitor use and experience, and human health and safety. 

Public involvement from interested organizations and citizens is a key component in preparing the EA.  This public scoping newsletter provides information on the planning process and schedule and how you can be involved.

I strongly encourage you to participate in this process.  Your involvement is essential in the preparation of a complete Environmental Assessment.

 Karren C. Brown

 Superintendent        

BACKGROUND

Lake Meredith was created by the construction of the Sanford Dam on the Canadian River in the early 1960’s, as part of the Bureau of Reclamation’s (BOR) Canadian River Project.  The Project was authorized by Congress in 1950 primarily to provide municipal and industrial water to eleven cities and towns in the Texas Panhandle area; other benefits include flood control, recreation, and management of fish and wildlife .  In addition to the dam and reservoir, the Project includes a 322-mile underground aqueduct system and other supporting water delivery facilities.  The dam and reservoir are operated and maintained by the Canadian River Municipal Water Authority (CRMWA) under a contract with BOR.  CRMWA also owns and operates the aqueduct system. 

The BOR originally purchased approximately 45,000 acres of fee title land for construction of the dam and reservoir. CRMWA entered into the above referenced contract with BOR in 1960 to operate and maintain the dam, reservoir, and aqueduct system.  In 1965, the NPS entered into a Memorandum of Agreement with BOR to administer most of the project land for public outdoor recreational use.  These recreational use areas became known as the "Sanford Recreation Area " and then the “Lake Meredith Recreation Area.”  On November 28, 1990, Congress passed Public Law 101-628, which established the “Lake Meredith National Recreation Area”.   As an official unit of the National Park System, its purpose is to provide for public outdoor recreation use and enjoyment of the lands and waters associated with Lake Meredith, and to protect the scenic, scientific, cultural, and other values contributing to the public enjoyment of such lands and waters. 

THE PLANNING PROCESS

An NPS interdisciplinary team developed the following planning framework.  Along with providing the team a structure for preparing an environmental assessment (EA) relating to personal watercraft (PWC) use in the park, we hope it provides you with sufficient information so you can respond with ideas, comments, suggestions, and management strategies to help us with the planning process.

Purpose of and Need For Action

The purpose of and need for taking action is to evaluate a range of alternatives and strategies at Lake Meredith NRA for the management of personal watercraft to protect park resources and values, while offering recreational opportunities as provided for in the park’s enabling legislation, purpose, mission, and goals. 

On August 31st, 2000, Bluewater Network, a San Francisco based environmental group, filed a complaint against the National Park Service alleging that a 1998 NPS rule regarding PWC use in some NPS units was arbitrary and capricious.  The case was settled in April 2001 with an agreement between Bluewater Network and the National Park Service requiring all units proposing to continue PWC use to conduct an environmental analysis under the National Environmental Protection Act, 1969 (NEPA) and to complete unit-specific PWC rulemaking.

Under the settlement agreement, units including Lake Meredith must complete the environmental analyses and rulemaking by September 15, 2002; otherwise they must close to PWC use until the process is complete.  While this work has been ongoing, Congress did not provide full funding for completion of the process until January 2002.  Lake Meredith does not anticipate completing the process until the spring of 2003; therefore the park will be closed to PWC use after September

15, 2002 until the environmental analyses and rulemaking is finalized.  

To date, the NPS planning team has identified the following PWC management objectives, issues and preliminary alternatives:

Preliminary PWC Management Objectives relating to the Recreation Area Resources &  Visitor Use

· Manage potential conflicts between PWC use and other park visitors.

· Manage PWC emissions entering the lake and air.

· Manage PWC use and access to protect cultural and natural resources.

· Minimize or reduce the potential for PWC accidents.

Resources that Could be Affected by Personal Watercraft Use

· Air Quality – effects of emissions.

· Water Quality – use of Lake Meredith as a major source 

       of drinking water for 11 municipalities, and groundwater

       aquifers.   

· Fish and Wildlife, including Threatened and Endangered

· Species -fishery resources.

· Visitor Use and Experience -visitor use areas, natural quiet, fishing, boating, solitude.

· Human Health and Safety.

· Socioeconomic – local and regional economies.

Preliminary Alternatives to be Analyzed

No-Action Alternative:

· The National Park Service would take no action to retain the use of personal watercraft at Lake Meredith, and no special regulation would be implemented to continue PWC use.  PWC use would therefore be permanently eliminated within the Recreation Area after September 15, 2002.

Alternative A, Implement a Special Regulation to Continue PWC Use as Currently Managed

· Unrestricted use except for stilling basin below Sanford Dam.

· Abide by Texas regulations on wake restrictions; no wake inside all marked areas on lake.

· Launch and retrieval permitted at Sanford Yake, Cedar Canyon, Harbor Bay, Fritch Fortress, Blue West all year; Authorized primitive areas if sufficient water level is available.

· Continue to enforce Texas PWC operating restrictions on age, speed, towing, reckless behavior.

Alternative B, Implement a Special Regulation to Continue PWC Use With Additional Management

This alternative would continue PWC use as described under Alternative A, with the addition of the following management actions to reduce user conflicts and protect water quality:

· Create no wake zones at designated areas to the river's headwaters and in back coves

· Continue to enforce Texas PWC regulations, and in addition --only allow fueling of PWC at Marina Fuel Dock or on-shore, out of water; carrying extra fuel on PWC would be prohibited; implement EPA emission regulations by 2015 (by 2015, all PWC would need to be compliant with EPA 2006 standards).

· Increase PWC user education by providing maps, informational pamphlets, etc.

WE WANT YOUR PARTICIPATION

Your input is important in achieving a viable plan that

will ensure Lake Meredith National Recreation Area 

remains the special place it is for future generations.

Specifically, your input is needed on these questions:

Do you feel that Personal Watercraft Use at Lake 

Meredith should continue, and if so what additional 

resource protection and visitor safety management 

would you consider, if any?

In addition to the ideas presented in alternative B, do 

you have any other suggestions?

You can participate by submitting comments or suggestions by mail or e-mail by September 10, 2002 to:

U.S. Mail:
Superintendent



Lake Meredith National Recreation Area



Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument



P.O. Box 1460



Fritch, Texas 79036-1460

E-mail:

LAMR@den.nps.gov







