FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

REPLACE SUMMIT COMFORT STATION AND UTILITIES SYSTEMS

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

HALEAKALÄ NATIONAL PARK

MAUI, HAWAI‘I
PROPOSED ACTION
The National Park Service is proposing to replace the existing comfort station and wastewater treatment and storage facilities located next to the House of the Sun Visitor Center at the summit of Haleakalä National Park.  The current facilities do not meet minimum standards for accessibility, number of stalls and fixtures based on usage, or State of Hawaii health standards.  Nearby portable chemical toilets installed several years ago to relieve the heavily overburdened facilities, are not in compliance with Director’s Order #83: Public Health. 

The proposed action consists of retrofitting the interior of the existing comfort station for use as a men’s room and replacing the roof and windows, and building an addition as the women’s room and the utility room.  The addition would be located on the north side of the existing building, separated by a concrete walkway.  Retrofitting the existing comfort station and construction of the addition would be accomplished with a design and use of materials that closely match the nearby House of the Sun Visitor Center, a structure eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  The existing wastewater treatment system would be replaced with a new system that treats wastewater to a level allowing it to be recycled for use as toilet flush water.  As part of the new system, an additional water storage tank, a 3,000 SF leach field and new utility lines would also be installed below ground.

Replacing the existing comfort station with a larger building at the same location, and constructing a new comfort station at a different location and re-using the existing comfort station building for other park operational purposes were considered as alternatives to the proposed action.  The no action alternative was also considered.  The proposed action was identified as the environmentally preferred alternative based on environmental analysis of all alternatives.

WHY THE PROPOSED ACTION WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT

All of the proposed construction—comfort station addition, wastewater treatment facilities, leach field, water storage tank and utility lines—would take place on lands already disturbed by earlier developments at the House of the Sun Visitor Center area.  To minimize the extent of ground surface disturbance associated with the proposed action, the staging and storage area for construction-related equipment and materials would be placed on a designated portion of the paved visitor parking lot.  This mitigative measure would also minimize potential impacts of construction activities on native vegetation and wildlife. 

Cheat grass, an invasive alien plant was identified in the House of the Sun Visitor Center area during a July 2000 survey by park botanists.  Mitigative measures (see Impact Mitigation Matrix below) would be employed prior to and during construction to minimize the spread of this alien plant pest.  Mitigative measures (see Impact Mitigation Matrix below) would also be employed to prevent the introduction of additional alien plant and animal species to the park. 

No Threatened, Endangered or Candidate species of plants and animals would be adversely affected by the proposed action.  The nearest federally listed Threatened silversword plant (or ‘ähinahina) is located approximately 400 feet away from the construction area.  The nearest Endangered Hawaiian dark-rumped petrel (or ‘ua’u) burrow is located approximately 100 feet away from the construction area.  Adult birds, eggs, chicks or fledglings occupy the burrows continuously from late February through October.  The birds fly to and from their burrows only in the early morning before sunrise or in the evening after sunset.  Once in the colony, they fly continuously around the area through the night.  Prior to and during construction, mitigative measures (see Impact Mitigation Matrix below) would be employed to eliminate or minimize potential impacts on park natural resources.

No cultural resources would be adversely affected by the proposed action.  Retrofitting of the existing comfort station and the look and location of the addition would be designed to minimize visual impacts to the nearby House of the Sun Visitor Center, a structure eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  The look and location of the addition would also be compatible with the spatial organization and design of the historic landscape.  Features of the closest archeological sites are located approximately 50 feet away from the construction area.  There is low potential that subsurface archeological materials would be affected by the proposed action since all construction activities would take place on lands already disturbed by earlier developments at the House of the Sun Visitor Center area.  Prior to and during construction, mitigative measures (see Impact Mitigation Matrix below) would be employed to eliminate or minimize potential impacts on park cultural resources.

Visitor services in the House of the Sun Visitor Center area would be temporarily disrupted by construction activities.  Noise, the reduced number of stalls available in the visitor parking lot, and the presence of construction equipment and materials and additional portable chemical toilets would also temporarily lower the quality of the visitor’s experience at and the aesthetics of the summit area.  However, enlarging and upgrading visitor restrooms and wastewater treatment facilities would ultimately enhance the visitor’s experience at and the aesthetics of the summit area—a beneficial effect.  Mitigative measures (see Impact Mitigation Matrix) would also be employed during construction to minimize impacts on visitor services.

The proposed action would put the park in compliance with Director’s Order #83: Public Health, a beneficial effect.  However, the proposed action would have a minor and short-term effect on park operations by placing additional work requirements on staff.  Most of the additional requirements would be connected with operating and maintaining the new wastewater treatment facilities.

Following construction, the Contractor would be required to remove all equipment, tools, surplus materials, rubbish and debris from the summit area prior to final NPS inspection.  Contractor would also be required to scatter clean cinders, from a park-approved area, on the surface of the disturbed ground to help restore the natural setting.

IMPACT MITIGATION MATRIX

Potential Impact
Mitigation Requirements
Responsibility





Spread of cheat grass
Cheat grass plants would be pulled by park personnel prior to construction. Contractor would be required to reuse the excavated materials between ground surface and six inches below surface as fill on site.
NPS/Contractor





Introduction of alien plants and animals
Contractor would be required to thoroughly wash all equipment and materials prior to entering the park. Periodic inspections of construction equipment and materials would be conducted by park personnel.
NPS/Contractor





On ‘ähinahina


A buffer zone around nearby ‘ähinahina located during the July 2000 survey would be established by park personnel using pins and flagging tape. Contractor would be required to avoid buffer zone. Prior to construction, park personnel would resurvey the construction site. If ‘ähinahina are located within the construction site, Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would be reinitiated before the project could commence. Subsequent procedures would be determined by NPS in consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 


NPS/Contractor



On ‘ua‘u or ‘ua‘u burrows
Construction activities judged by park personnel to have the potential to damage burrows or disturb ‘ua‘u would only occur during the months of November through February. Nighttime construction activities and night lighting of the construction site would not be allowed during the months of March through October. “Animal proof” trash receptacles and rodent toxicants in “tamper proof” containers would be placed in the area. Lighting of the interior of the proposed restroom facilities at night would be operated by motion sensors. Night lighting of the exterior of the proposed restroom facilities would involve low wattage bulbs pointed downwards and shielded.  
NPS/Contractor





On cultural resources
A buffer zone around nearby archeological sites would be established by park archeologist using plastic construction fencing. Contractor would be required to avoid buffer zone. Contractor would be required to reuse excavated rocks and soils from construction site as fill on site or in other appropriate areas of the park. In the unlikely event that subsurface archeological materials are uncovered, all construction would be halted in the immediate area and the park archeologist contacted. Subsequent procedures would be determined by NPS in consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer.
NPS/Contractor





On visitor services
NPS would post public service announcements in local newspapers to inform visitors of temporary disruptions and inconveniences due to construction. Contractor would be required to transport construction equipment and materials during off-peak hours. Truck drivers would be informed of the need to provide other motorists and downhill bikers with an opportunity to pass so as to avoid potentially hazardous situations and delays on the Haleakalä Highway.
NPS/Contractor







[image: image1.png]PUBLIC REVIEW AND CONSULTATIONS

Public review of the environmental assessment began on October 20, 2000 with the mailing of
copies to members of Hawaii’s congressional delegation, the Mayor of Maui County, appropriate
Federal, State and County government agencies, and interested organizations and individuals.
Comments were accepted up through November 30, 2000, for a public review period of 42 days.
Written comments were received from U.S. Senator Daniel K. Akaka, Congresswoman Patsy T.
Mink, Maui County Mayor James “Kimo” Apana, the Maui County Department of Parks and
Recreation, the Friends of Haleakala National Park Inc. and Robert Smith, an interested Maui
resident. None of the written comments received objected to or opposed the proposed action.

Informal Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service was initiated in June 2000 on the National Park Service’s determination of “no significant
effect on any Threatened or Endangered species” for the proposed action. U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service concurrence with the National Park Service’s determination that the proposed action is
not likely to adversely affect federally listed species was received on June 28, 2001.

The National Park Service entered into formal Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer on the proposed action on March 30,
2000, stating that—“the National Park Service believes in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.5(b),
that a finding of ‘no historic properties adversely affected’ is appropriate for this undertaking.”
Consultations with the Friends of Haleakala National Park Inc., Historic Hawaiian Foundation,
Maui County Cultural Resources Commission, Maui Island Burial Council, National Trust for
Historic Preservation and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs also took place as part of the Section
106 process. The State Historic Preservation Officer concurrence with the National Park
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Service’s “no adverse effect” determination was received on August 30, 2000.

DETERMINATION

Based on the analysis in the environmental assessment as summarized above, the nature of the
comments received during the public comment period and the mitigation measures to be taken, it
is the determination of the National Park Service that the proposed action would not impair (i.e.,
adversely impact) park resources or values or violate the National Park Service Organic Act.
Therefore, in compliance with National Environmental Policy Act regulations, an environmental
impact statement is not required and the proposed action as detailed in the Environmental
Assessment for Replace Summit Comfort Station and Utilities Systems may be implemented
immediately.
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