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The Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) today announced that a 12-acre portion of Fort Funston, as proposed in July 2000, will be closed year-round to park visitors and pets in January 2001. Visitor access to all undesignated trails including  “the Gap” and the designated Spur Trail are affected. 

However, in light of recommendations by the GGNRA Advisory Commission, NPS will study the option of removing the fences and permitting public access and on-leash dog walking on designated trails within the closure area as an alternative means of protecting the resources and protecting public safety.  This option would take effect, if at all, only after native plants are established in the closed area and the public is adequately informed of and accustomed to the prohibition on access to the cliff areas and the regulatory dogs-on-leash requirement.  This consideration may take the form of an overall NPS planning effort for Fort Funston or parkwide.

The closure will meet the goals and objectives of this project and the NPS Congressional mandate by: protecting of the site’s coastal bank swallow community, a California threatened species; protecting geological resources through erosion control; restoring native plant communities to promote biodiversity and increasing public safety in dangerous cliff areas.

“The National Park Service’s mission is to protect the natural and cultural resources of this nation, while providing for the recreational needs of visitors where possible.  We are aware of the GGNRA’s recreational mandate, yet NPS regulations clearly state that when there is a conflict between recreation and resource protection, conservation is to be predominant.  I believe that this decision provides a balance by allowing recreational use to continue at Fort Funston--including dog walking—while protecting the state-threatened bank swallow, native plants, and coastal bluffs,” stated GGNRA Superintendent Brian O’Neill.

-more-






Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Fort Mason, Bldg. 201, San Francisco, CA 94123

The project went though an extended 12-week public comment period, during which both written and oral comments were taken and two public meetings were held.  Approximately 1,500 comments were weighed from the dog walking community, environmental organizations and other interested parties. 

While the closure was official when the decision document was signed on December 14, the fences remain open at this time and will not be closed until after a notice appears in the Federal Register in January.  Notice of this closure will be posted at Fort Funston and on the GGNRA website at www.nps.gov/goga.   Attached is a copy of the decision document and closure notice with further information available at www.nps.gov/goga or are available by calling (415) 561-4731.
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