DINOSAUR NATIONAL MONUMENT

2004 Boating Permit Procedures and Information
==========================GENERAL CRITERIA, RIVER TRIPS AND SEASONS ==========================
In accordance with 36 CFR 3.3, a Boating Permit is required for all boating within Dinosaur National Monument.  Permits are not transferable.  Safe navigation of these rivers requires suit​able equipment and adequate whitewater experience. Swimming and diving hazards do exist.  Permit holders are responsible for ensuring that all participants and equipment comply with these regulations.  The permit holder/trip leader must have previous experience on comparable rivers (Class III or higher).  Applicants, trip leaders and permit holders must be at least 18 years old.

There is a $15.00 fee to process permit applications; in addition, multi-day permit fees are $185.00, one-day permit fees are $20.00 and high use season overlength trip fees (for 5 day trips on the Green River or 6 day trips on the Yampa River) are $35.  These non-refundable fees are to be paid by cashiers check, money order, or personal check made payable to "National Park Service".  Fees can be charged to your Mastercard, Visa, Discover and American Express credit card by phoning the River Office.  Cash will not be accepted.

If a lottery applicant is unsuccessful in obtaining a high use permit, he or she may receive one $15.00 application fee credit when booking a river trip during that river season.  Boating Permit fees are separate from and in addition to entrance and camping fees.
All boating inquiries and application requests must be directed only to: Dinosaur National Monument, River Office, 4545 Hwy 40, Dinosaur, CO 81610.  Phone (970) 374-2468 between 8 a.m. and 12 noon, Monday through Friday.  Staff at the main Dinosaur National Monument telephone number can not assist you with river inquiries or transfer you to the River Office.

================================ MULTI-DAY TRIPS, HIGH USE SEASON ===============================

High use season begins on the second Monday in May (05/10/04).  It ends on the second Friday in September (09/10/04) on the Green River and on July 14, 2004 on the Yampa River.  Three hundred non‑commercial launches are available.  A lottery drawing for permits is held in February. Because of the ever increasing demand for high use season boating permits, and as required by the River Management Plan, each boater will be restricted to no more than one trip within the Monument during the high use season of any year (excluding one-day trips.)  Exceptions will be made only if a trip is still available within two weeks of the launch date.  Multi-day permits will be issued by the Headquarters River Office ONLY.  Monument employees at launch sites can not accept permit fee payments or issue permits.  

Applications for the 2004 lottery may be requested beginning November 1, 2003.  Completed applications must be received back to the River Office by February 1, 2004.  A current 2004 application form must be used.  Only one application per applicant will be accepted, only one river may be selected and one specific launch date must be listed.  Lottery applicants will be notified whether or not they are successful by March 1, 2004.

High use trips available after the lottery drawing will be filled beginning March 1, 2004.  On March 1, requests are accepted by phone, in person, or by mail (one postcard per applicant only: include name, address, phone, age, qualifying experience of applicant or trip leader, date(s), and river(s) wanted).  Postcards must be received prior to March 1 and will be drawn in random order.  On March 1, all permits are then issued on a first‑come, first‑served rotational (phone, in person, postcard) basis.  Requests after March 1 are available on a phone call-in basis only.  No waiting list will be maintained.

A Confirmation Notice will be issued to all permit holders.  This notice must be fully completed and returned to the River Office by the listed due date on the confirmation form or the trip will be canceled.  Passenger List changes must be submitted to the River Office before arriving at the launch site. Use the drop box outside Headquarters if building is closed.  The Monument Headquarters is located two miles east of Dinosaur CO on US Hwy. 40.  Campsites will be scheduled after a Confirmation Notice is received, beginning approximately 6 weeks before launch date.  Campsite changes can be made by the River Office only.  River rangers are unable to make the computer changes necessary to change assigned camps.  Every effort is made to book the trip length and campsites requested. Only one campsite may be requested below the confluence of the Green and Yampa Rivers.  It is difficult to book trips exceeding a length of four days on the Green River and five days on the Yampa River.  Exceptions will be made on a case-by-case basis after all other permits within the same time frame have been assigned campsites.  There is a $35 fee for high use season overlength trips. 
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2004 Boating Permit Procedures and Information Continued

=================== MULTI-DAY TRIPS, LOW USE SEASON AND LOW WATER SEASON =====================

Low use season occurs prior to the second Monday in May (05/10/04) and after the second Friday in September (09/10/04).  Low water season occurs beginning July 15, 2004 on the Yampa River ONLY.  During low use and/or low water seasons, one launch of each type is available per day.  Permit requests are accepted beginning March 1, 2004.  On March 1, requests are accepted by phone, in person, or by mail (one postcard per applicant only: include name, address, telephone number, age, qualifying experience of applicant or trip leader, date(s), and river(s) wanted).  Postcards must be received prior to March 1 and will be drawn in random order.  On March 1, all permits are then issued on a first‑come, first‑served rotational (phone, in person, postcard) basis.  Requests after March 1 are available on a call-in basis only.  We do not maintain a waiting list.  Requests for repeat trips may not be made until completing any previous trip.  Confirmation/passenger list requirements and procedures are the same as those for high use season.  Campsites will not be assigned, but established river campsites must be used.  Trips can not exceed 6 days on the Green or 7 days on the Yampa and the maximum stay at any campsite is 2 nights.

================================= ONE-DAY TRIPS, ALL SEASONS ====================================

Permits for one-day trips through Split Mountain Gorge launching from Rainbow Park are available on a first-come, first-served basis beginning March 1, 2004.  On March 1, requests are accepted by phone, in person or by mail.  Requests after March 1 are available on a call-in basis only.  There are two non-commercial launches per day during the high use season (05/10/04-09/10/04).  There is one launch per day in low use season (03/01/04 through 05/09/04 and 09/11/04 until weather no longer permits boating).  Requests for repeat trips may not be made until completing any previous trip.  Passenger list changes must be submitted to the River Office or the Quarry Visitor Center prior to arrival at the launch site.  One-day permits must be reserved through the River Office, but may be picked up at the Dinosaur Quarry Visitor Center.  Day trips must launch from the Rainbow Park launch site before 11 a.m. in order to reduce encounters between day-use and multi day parties and to minimize congestion at the Split Mountain boat ramp. 

========================================PLAY PERMITS============================================

Play permits launch from the Split Mountain launch site and takeout at Split Mountain, Placer Point, the southwest monument boundary area or out of the monument.  Permits can be picked up at the Quarry Visitor Center at no charge. Play permits are not issued for any other areas in the Monument.

========================================= PENALTIES =============================================

Multi‑day permit holders canceling less than 14 days prior to their launch date will be ineligible for another permit for the rest of that year and the following year.  No‑shows will be ineligible for another permit for the rest of that year and the following two years.  One-day permittees canceling with less than 24-hour notice or who are no-shows will be ineligible for another permit for the rest of that year.  Cancelation penalties do not apply when the River Office determines that road or weather conditions in the Monument prevent launches.  It is the responsibility of the permit holder to ensure that passengers have not been on previous river trips in the same high use season.  Permit holders violating this rule will be penalized by having their permit privileges revoked for the rest of that year and one following year.  High use permit holders who violate the terms and conditions of their permit, such as staying in a campsite other than their assigned one, will be ineligible for another permit for the rest of that year and the following two years.  Violation of Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations are subject to fines or court appearances before the US Magistrate in Grand Junction, Colorado or Vernal, Utah.

==================================== GENERAL INFORMATION ======================================

· Wildlife Observation:  Please report wildlife observations (date, location, time) on the back of your river permit.

· Emergency Equipment:  It is recommended that each group carry a rescue kit/throw bag and have the knowledge of river rescue techniques.

· Camping:  Our river campsites receive heavy use.  To minimize and concentrate impacts, please use kitchen tarps in river camps; use established social trails; and camp in established campsites.  Do not expand trails or enlarge camping areas.  The use of a fire blanket and elevated fire pan is strongly recommended.

· Fishing is permitted, subject to all regulations and licenses of the state in which the person is fishing.  Endangered fish must be released unharmed.  State fishing licenses are required.
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There is a sewer dump station at the Split Mountain take-out ramp except during late fall through early spring months.  In addition, the following list of area dump stations is provided for your convenience.

	Name of Facility
	Address
	Phone Number
	Fee

	Dinosaur Quarry Gift Shop
	2430 South 9500 East

Jensen, UT  84035
	(435) 789-8804
	$3.00 or free with gift shop purchase

	Dinosaur Village RV Park
	2 miles West Hwy. 40

Jensen, UT  84035
	(435) 789-1997
	$5.00 or free if staying at RV park

	Outlaw Trail RV Park
	9650 East 6000 South

Jensen, UT  84035
	(435) 781-6000
	$5.00 or free if staying at RV park

	Dinosaurland KOA
	930 North Vernal Ave.

Vernal, UT  84078
	(435)789-2148
	$5.00 or free if staying at RV park

	Flaming Gorge KOA
	Hwy 43

Manila, UT  84046
	(435) 784-3184
	$5.00 or free with full hook-ups

	Rangely Camper Park
	East end of Main St.

North side Rangely, CO
	
	No charge

	Maybell Park
	Hwy 40

Maybell, CO  
	
	$2.00

	Craig KOA Campground
	2800 East Hwy. 40

Craig, CO
	(970) 824-5105
	$10.00 or free if staying at park

	Moffat Co. Fairgrounds
	East Hwy 40

Craig, CO
	(970) 824-5708
	No charge
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2004 Boating Regulations
36 Code of Federal Regulations and Superintendent's Compendium

REQUIRED EQUIPMENT

The following equipment is required on each trip:

· Coast Guard approved life jackets either Type I, Type III or Type V must be worn by each participant while on or in the river (except where exempted by Utah state law from Cove campsite to Rainbow Park boat ramp on the Green River.)  Life jackets must be worn from Rainbow Park boat ramp through to Split Mountain boat ramp. Horsecollar type life jackets, ski vests or fishing vests are not acceptable.  Type III & Type V life jackets must be approved for whitewater activities (rafting, paddling, etc.).  Life jackets that say ski vest on the label are not acceptable and will not be allowed.

· One spare Type I, Type III or Type V life jacket for each raft or dory.  In addition, if there are any canoes and/or kayaks on multi-day trips, one additional spare life jacket will be required per trip.

· One spare oar for each raft or dory.  In addition, if there are any canoes and/or kayaks on multi-day trips, one additional spare paddle will be required per trip.

· Toilet system for containerization and carryout of human waste on multi-day trips.  Toilet systems are strongly recommended but not required on one-day trips.  The human waste container on multi-day trips must be accessible for use during the day.

· Spray skirts and flotation for each hard shelled kayak and/or decked canoe.

· A major first aid kit on each trip and a minor first aid kit for each additional support boat on the trip.

· Repair kits suitable for each type of boat.

· Mesh strainer for dishwater and ashes.  Not required on one-day trips.

· Fire pan with a minimum size of 250 square inches and at least a 3 inch rim.  (Kayaks or canoes without raft support may substitute a gas stove).  A fire pan is recommended but not required on one-day trips.  One-day trips requiring a fire must use a fire pan.

· Each boat with a non-self bailing floor must carry a bailing device.
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REQUIRED EQUIPMENT Continued
· Helmets are required for all canoeists and kayakers (including inflateable kayaks) and must be worn while running named rapids.  Named rapids on the Yampa River are: Tepee (36.3), Little Joes (29.4), Five Springs (26.3), Big Joe (23.8) and Warm Springs (4.1).  Named rapids on the Green River are: Winnies (240.2), Upper Disaster Falls (236.9), Lower Disaster Falls (236.5), Harp Falls (234), Triplet Falls (232.2), Hells Half Mile (231.7), Greasy Pliers (216.4), Moonshine (206.3), SOB (205.3), Schoolboy (204.7) and Inglesby (201.5).

· Open dories and whitewater canoes must have securely attached flotation.  There should be enough flotation to keep a capsized boat floating.

· Closed or decked dories must have sealed chambers.

· An air pump is required in each group with inflatable boats.

ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS
· Permits are required for all boat use on the Green and Yampa Rivers within the boundaries of Dinosaur National Monument.  Permits are not transferable.  Permits are for one launch only.

· The permit holder must have the permit in possession at all times while on river.  At the end of the trip the permit must be deposited in the Split Mountain boat ramp drop box.

· Violating a term or condition of a permit is prohibited and may result in a federal citation and the revocation of future permit privileges.

· The following are designated launch sites within Dinosaur National Monument: Gates of Lodore, Deerlodge Park, Echo Park, Rainbow Park and Split Mountain.

· The following are designated take out sites within Dinosaur National Monument: Echo Park, Rainbow Park and Split Mountain.  Split Mountain, Placer Point and the southwest monument boundary area are designated take out sites for play permits inside the monument.

· During the high use season, each person is restricted to one private multi-day river trip.  Exceptions will be made only if a trip is still available within two weeks of the launch date.

· Group size shall not exceed 25.

· Each group must launch and takeout at the same time.  In order to reduce interactions and conflicts with other groups, each group shall remain together as a unit and maintain separation from other groups while on the river.

· Day trips must launch from Rainbow Park launch site before 11 a.m. in order to reduce encounters between day use and multi-day parties and to minimize congestion at the Split Mountain boat ramp. 

· Generators may only be used at launch points (Gates of Lodore, Echo Park, Deerlodge Park, Rainbow Park and Split Mountain).

· Any accident resulting in death, property damage or loss of more than $300, disappearance, or injury requiring a physician's attention must be reported to the Superintendent within 24 hours or as soon as possible.

· During flood stages on the Yampa River (when signs are posted), vehicles at Deerlodge must be parked alongside the paved road above the campground to avoid being towed.

· Picnicing is prohibited on launch and take out ramps.

· Each river group must occupy only one designated lane at the Split Mountain take out when derigging.  Groups should clear equipment from launch and take out ramps as soon as possible so other groups can use them.

Prohibited:
· Use of soap in springs and side streams.

· Rafts with less than three air chambers and those rafts not designed for whitewater use.  The only exception would be two chambered whitewater catarafts that are supported by rafts with required equipment.  Solo two chambered cataraft trips are prohibited.

· Conventional rowboats, foldboats, swimming pool type rafts, inner tubes and air mattresses.

· Boat motors.

· Exceeding passenger carrying capacities on boats.  Capacities for boats shall be determined from manufacturers' specifications or, as a general guideline, from the dimensions of the boat (approximately 22 square feet per person for boats with frames and oars or approximately 18 square feet per person for paddled craft, gear included).
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Prohibited continued:
· Rafts longer than 19 feet without frame and oars.

· Use of bag systems for transporting human waste.

· Pets on river trips or in the backcountry.

· Boating under the influence of alcohol or controlled substance to a degree that may endanger oneself or another person or damage property or monument resources.

· Shooting, trapping, molesting or feeding wildlife; picking or gathering plants; or removing, disturbing, or defacing natural, historic and archeological features.

· Antler collecting.

· The possession or use of firearms, weapons, explosives, and fireworks.

River Camping:
· River users shall camp only at established river camps during low use and low water seasons, and only at their assigned sites during high use season.  Camping at Echo Park and Rainbow Park drive in campgrounds during a river trip is prohibited.

· Only one group is allowed to camp at any river campsite.

· No camping is permitted in Split Mountain Gorge (Rainbow Park to Split Mountain).

· Quiet must be maintained in all camps between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.

Fires and Firewood:
· Wood gathering is prohibited at all times at Deerlodge, Lodore, and Echo Park.

· During the high use season, the collection of dead wood on the ground in Lorore Canyon (Green River from Gates of Lodore to the confluence of the Yampa River) is prohibited.

· Gathering wood from standing trees, dead or alive, is prohibited at all times.

· All fires must be contained in an authorized fire pan, and must not be left unattended.

· Non-floating fire residue must be strained before being deposited in the main river current.

· All floatable fire residue must be carried out.

· Fire residue from the ground around the fire pan must be completely removed (use of a fire blanket is recommended).

Sanitation:
· Trash must be carried out of the river corridor and placed in acceptable disposal containers at Split Mountain boat ramp or removed from the Monument.

· Dishwater must be strained before being disposed of in the main river current.

· Solid human waste must be deposited in an approved container, carried out of the river corridor and disposed of properly. Liquid human waste must be deposited in mid-river flow or carried out of the river corridor and disposed of properly. 

· The human waste system on multi-day trips must be accessible for use during the day.

· Trips taking out above Split Mountain must properly dispose of waste outside the Monument.

Definitions:

Boat:  Vessel designed to carry gear and people on water.  Vessels must be designed and intended for white water use.  Inner tubes and air mattresses are not considered to be boats.

Canoe:  Typically an open boat propelled with a single bladed paddle from the kneeling position.

Decked Canoe or C-1 or C-2:  Canoes that have a top deck.  These craft must have float bags and spray skirts in order to be approved for the rivers within Dinosaur National Monument.
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Definitions Continued:

Dory, River:  Boat designed for rivers, usually crafted of wood, fiberglass or aluminum.  Boats have sealed chambers for air and storage.  Approved for rivers at any level although in low water they can be difficult to use.

Fire Pan:  Must be capable of holding a small wood or charcoal fire, with at least a three inch rim and a minimum size of 250 square inches.

Foldboat:  A collapsible boat made of waterproof material stretched over a light framework.
Floatation Bag:  An inflatable bag that you put in the bow or stern of boat for floatation in case the boat is swamped.
Inflatable Kayak:  Boat designed like a kayak but inflatable.  It is soft sided with no deck.  Approved for rivers at any flow.

Kayak:  A decked boat propelled with a two-bladed paddle from a seated position.
Major First Aid Kit:  Well stocked first aid kit for the group that has supplies for treating medical emergencies and major trauma injuries.  It includes splinting equipment.

Minor First Aid Kit:  Contains supplies for minor wounds and injuries.

Paddle Boat:  Raft with no frame designed to hold several rafters who each have a paddle.  Usually guide or leader will be in the back of the boat.

Permit Holder:  Person who holds a Dinosaur National Monument boating permit.  It is not necessary for the permit holder to have the best river skills in the group.  Permit holder must have a competent trip leader with skills to run the river.  Permit holder may be the trip leader if he or she has the necessary skills.  Permit holder is responsible for all actions of other members in his or her party.

Personal Flotation Device (PFD or Life Jacket), Approved:  To be approved for use on the rivers of Dinosaur National Monument, a PFD must be either a US Coast Guard approved Type I, Type III or Type V.  Type V PFD must be approved on the label for whitewater use (rafting, paddling, etc.).  No other type of jacket will be approved.

Repair Kit:  Kit should be capable of repairing tears or rips and holes in fabric, and replacing or repairing valves and rowing pins. 

Rescue Kit: Should have gear (throw bags,  rope, pulleys, carabiners, etc.) for rescue of person or boat caught on rock.

Spray Skirt:  A piece of gear that creates a seal between the paddler’s torso and the deck of the boat, preventing water from getting into the cockpit area.
Strainer, Mesh:  Screen or seine used to filter food or ashes from gray water.  Screened materials are carried out by boating party.

Throw Bag:  Rope stuffed in bag used to throw to person in distress.

Toilet, Approved:  Plastic or metal container with leak proof lid designed to hold human waste.  Plastic bags may not be used as a liner.  Toilet system should be sludge design with bio-degradable chemical deodorant.  The system should be strong enough to withstand the forces possible in a flip so there is no chance of a spill or leakage.

Trip Leader:  Person who has river experience similar to that needed for boating the Green and Yampa Class III waters or higher. Examples of acceptable river experience are: Colorado at Grand Canyon, Colorado at Cataract Canyon, Snake River at Hell's Canyon, Payette, Salmon, Selway, Arkansas, Penobscot, New, Gauley, Rio Grande, Tuolomne, Dolores.  Each river permit will list the designated trip leader for the group.
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