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THE DIRECTIONS

1. Find the answers to four of the activities in this booklet.

2. Pick up three pieces of litter and put them in the trash.

3. Show this booklet to a Ranger, and go over the answers.

4. Receive your Junior Ranger badge!

De Soto Treasure Hunt

While de Soto did not find any gold on his expedition, he did learn a lot about the new land called “La Florida”.  Explore the museum in the De Soto National Memorial’s Visitor Center.

Circle the items used by the Native Americans.

Put a Box around the items used by the Spanish.

Put an X over things that neither the Spanish or the Native Americans would use.

In the Movie…

Watch the film in the Visitor Center then answer the following questions:

What motivates de Soto’s army?_____

Who was the Spanish man that de Soto’s men found when they arrived in Florida?________________________

What happened to the Native Americans who were captured by the Spanish? _______________________

Did de Soto return to his homeland?__

Where was de Soto buried?_________
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Armor & Weapons

The suit of armor in the Visitor Center is over 400 years old.  How much do you think it weighs?_______________

Wht is the hook on the chest for?____

De Soto’s men brought many types of weapons with them.  List three weapons on display in the visitor center.

1. _____________________________

2. _____________________________

3. _____________________________

What is your favorite weapon?______

What is your favorite piece of armor?

De Soto’s March Into 

    the Wilderness

      1539 – 1543

De Soto’s expedition was on of great determination.  He and his men marched over 4,000 miles through what would become the southeastern United States.

NAME THE TEN STATES THAT DE SOTO MARCHED THROUGH:

1. ____________________________           6. _____________________________

2. ____________________________           7. _____________________________

3. ____________________________           8. _____________________________

4. ____________________________           9. _____________________________

5. ____________________________           10. ____________________________

Nature Trail Challenge

Walk along the nature trail.  Read the signs on the trail to answer the following “Who am I?” questions.

1. The Spanish used my leaves for writing paper. ___________________

2. Indian Women wore me for skirts. _______________________________

3. I can grow in soil under salt water, and I build land. ________________

4. When my wood is burned, the fire has no smoke. __________________

5. I am Florida’s State Tree. _________

     Mystery of the Moundbuilders

The most advanced people de Soto met were the Moundbuilders. They had roads and cities near huge earth mounds which had temples and cemeteries.  Since de Soto’s day, information on these people has disappeared.  Archeologists are putting the puzzle of the Moundbuilders back together.  Look at the Native American map and exhibit to find the following information.

WHAT WAS THE MAIN FOOD              WHAT DID THEY MAKE THEIR

EATEN BY MOUNDBUILDERS?           TOOLS OUT OF?

______________________________            ______________________________

NAME TWO CHIEFDOMS (TOWNS) THAT DE SOTO VISITED:

______________________________            ______________________________

JUNIOR RANGER CODE:

~I promise to look for something special  in  every National Park I visit.

~I promise not to be afraid to ask a Park Ranger any question.

~I promise to fight litter and pollution.

~I will try to recycle and conserve energy.

~I promise to respect my environment and everyone and everything in it.

I have picked up three or more pieces of litter and put them in the trash can.

SIGNED: ___________________________

RANGER: __________________________

DATE: _____________________________

BUT WHAT IF..?

I can’t find the ranger to get my badge?

DO NOT WORRY!

Simply mail this booklet along with your affress to 

Junior Ranger

c/o Superintendent

De Soto NM

PO Box 15390

Bradenton, FL 34280

And we’ll mail your badge!

