Notice of Scoping

Bryce Canyon National Park, Utah

Fire Management Plan Environmental Assessment

January 2004
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Dear Friend of Bryce Canyon National Park:

The National Park Service (NPS) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) in support of a Fire Management Plan. This plan will be comprehensive, covering all vegetation communities found in Bryce Canyon National Park.  The EA is needed in order to evaluate potential impacts to the natural and cultural environment from proposed fire management activities in Bryce Canyon and as they may affect adjacent properties.  The NPS is soliciting comments from the public to help identify issues and develop alternative fire management approaches that will be evaluated in the EA. 

You are invited to provide your comments and become part of this planning effort. For your convenience, a comment form is attached to this scoping notice. 
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You are also invited to participate in open house sessions where park staff will be available to 

provide information and answer questions about fire management planning.  Open house locations and dates are identified below.  

All open house sessions will be held from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. mountain standard time.
	TOWN
	LOCATION
	DATE

	Tropic, UT
	 Town Hall, 40 North 300 West
	January 22, 2004

	Panguitch, UT
	City Office, 25 South 200 East
	January 27, 2004
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Why does Bryce Canyon need to plan and manage for fire?

The purpose of fire management at Bryce Canyon National Park is to protect and conserve the natural and cultural resources of the park for the enjoyment of present and future generations.  This includes perpetuation of the ecosystem in which these resources occur.  The Bryce Canyon General Management Plan (1987) identified retaining the natural balance of resources and 

processes (including fire).  Fire management is a tool used to maintain and/or restore ecological integrity.  Wildland fire management is also intended to protect human life and property, both public and private.

Historically, fire has played an important role in the ecological development of the landscape we know today in and around Bryce Canyon National Park.  Naturally occurring fire on this landscape periodically and, in some vegetation types, frequently thinned vegetation.  These naturally occurring fires reduced and maintained fuel loads at low levels, such that most ignitions had few long-term adverse impacts.  Over time, suppression of natural fire has resulted in the accumulation of fuels creating potentially hazardous conditions that threaten human lives and personal property.  These conditions also threaten the natural functions of healthy ecosystems by altering natural vegetation.

The current Fire Management Plan was revised in 1994.  In this plan, the NPS identified management options and zones within the park for prescribed fires and fire suppression.  Our understanding and management of fire has evolved over time recognizing the role of fire in sustaining healthy ecosystems. Under new NPS policies developed from these experiences, additional resources and options are available to implement a fire management program. Priorities within the new policy focus first on the protection of human life.  The second priority focuses equally on the protection of resource values and property.  This new policy provides direction for park managers to use fire as a tool in maintaining natural process and vegetation community structure. 

Have preliminary issues and alternatives been identified?

The NPS has identified preliminary issues related to fire management that will be analyzed through the EA process.  The NPS has not yet identified alternatives.  Issues and/or alternatives identified through public scoping will be added to the following and addressed in the EA.

The EA will identify and analyze:

· methods to restore and maintain park ecosystems and processes that allow fire to play its natural role, both as wildland fire and prescribed fire.

· effects on air quality and water quality.

· methods to reduce the risk of fire to cultural resources (i.e. historic buildings, archaeological sites).

· methods to reduce the risk of catastrophic fire, including in the wildland/urban interface, while continuing to reverse the adverse effects from past fire suppression and prevention activities.

· methods to execute a fire management program that provides a safe environment for firefighters and the public.

· the best fire and fuel management techniques available for specific areas in the park (i.e., suppression, prescribed fire, natural lightning ignition, mechanical fuel reduction).

· ways to mitigate the effects of smoke from wildland and prescribed fires on local communities and park visitors (i.e., visibility, health factors, economic factors).

· strategies to minimize impacts and  provide benefits from wildland and prescribed fire to the park natural and cultural resources.

· a plan that is consistent with the guiding principles of the 2001 Federal Fire Policy.

· analyze and pursue opportunities to manage fire across boundaries with the Dixie NF and BLM.

What’s next?

Once we have received and reviewed the scoping comments, we will begin developing alternatives.  You will have an opportunity at that time to review a summary of the scoping comments we received and comment on the preliminary alternatives.  The next step will be writing the Fire Management Plan/EA which should be available for review this summer.  

If you wish to remain on the mailing list and receive future information about this Plan/EA, please check the box on the comment form, print your name and mailing address, and return to the address listed above.

Thank you for your interest in Bryce Canyon National Park and your participation in the development of the fire management EA.   If you have questions, please contact Bruce Fields, Fire Management Officer, Bryce Canyon National Park, (435) 834-4912. 

Scoping Comment Form
Bryce Canyon National Park, Utah

Fire Management Plan Environmental Assessment

Please respond to the following questions and return this form by February 9, 2004. You may attach additional pages if needed.  Also, include your name and mailing address in the space provided below.  Thank you again for your interest in Bryce Canyon National Park.
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What issues would you like to see addressed? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What alternatives or alternative fire management strategies would you like to see addressed?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have additional information, concerns, or other comments about the proposal?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Please check the box if you would like to remain on the mailing list to receive additional information concerning this proposal.

Name: _____________________________________________________________

Street/Box #:________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code:_________________________________________________

Fold along line and tape closed



_________________

_________________

_________________

Bryce Canyon National Park

Fire Management Plan EA

P.O.Box 170001

Bryce Canyon, UT 84717


Fold along line and tape closed

Place


1st Class


Postage


Here





Please be aware that names and addresses of respondents may be released if requested under the Freedom of Information Act. Our practice is to make comments, including names and home addresses of respondents, available for public review during regular business hours. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their home address from the record, which we will honor to the extent allowable by law. There also may be circumstances in which we would withhold from the record a respondent's identity, as allowable by law. If you wish us to withhold your name and/or address, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your written comments. We will make all submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.








Please return your comments by February 9, 2004 to:


Bryce Canyon National Park


Fire Management Plan EA


P.O.Box 170001


Bryce Canyon, UT 84717








