FY 2003 BUDGET AND ANNUAL PERFORMANCE PLAN FOR BLACK CANYONA ND CURECANTI ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW

Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park and Curecanti National Recreation Area Superintendent Sheridan Steele announced today that the parks’ annual performance plans and documents providing details about the appropriated budget and fee revenues for FY 2003 are available for public review as required by the National Parks Omnibus Management Act of 1998.

Highlights of the parks’ budgets, which fund specific goals in the annual performance plans, include:

$880,560 is planned for resource preservation and management services, including science research and resource stewardship activities.  $152,840 in estimated fee revenues retained by the park will address planning for compliance with natural and cultural resource laws for extension of the Oak Flats trail, inventory and study of sage grouse habitat, study and collect data on the big horn sheep population, restoration of rail road equipment, finalization of a back country management plan for Black Canyon, rehabilitation of disturbed sites at Black Canyon, and redesign of the Elk Creek irrigation system.

$1,639,180 is planned to address visitor services including interpretation/education, law enforcement, and search and rescue activities.  $29,700 in estimated fee revenues will be used to fund a safety program at both parks, fund a back country preventative SAR program at Black Canyon, begin the process of upgrading to a narrow band radio system at both parks, and install cultural awareness signs at Curecanti.
$1,478,260 is planned for facility operations and maintenance will provide cleaning, trash collection, and grounds keeping activities as well as roads, trails and buildings maintenance for the two parks.  $186,000 in estimated fee revenues will purchase and install bear-proof trash receptacles at both parks, rehabilitate Elk Creek campground, restripe Elk Creek parking area and South Rim and East Portal roads and parking areas, and move and rehabilitate the Elk Creek fish cleaning station.

Of the above figures, $737,200 is allocated for park administration, concessions management, planning and overall management of the two parks.

A copy of the parks’ annual performance plans are available to view at the parks headquarters at Elk Creek.  The goals described in the parks’ annual performance plans are derived from the 2000 NPS Strategic Plan which establishes a performance management process for the National Park Service (NPS) and incorporates the requirements of the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA).  The NPS Strategic Plan is available on the NPS home page at www.nps.gov.

