SUPERINTENDENT’ S COMPENDIUM

Compendium of Designations, Closures, Hours of Operation, Requests Requirements,

and other Restrictions imposed under the Discretionary Authority of the Superintendent

On August 25, 1916, the United States Congress created the National Park Service to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for future generations.

In accordance with those regulations and the delegated authority provided in Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 1, Parts 1 through 7, and part 12 authorized by Title 16, United States Code, Section 3, the following regulatory provisions are established for the proper management, protection, and public use of Andersonville National Historic Site.

Unless otherwise noted, these orders supplement the provisions in parts 1—7 Title 36 CFR.

Signed by Fred Boyles, Superintendent, August 30, 2001

1.5         Closures and Public Use Limits
(a)(1)

To protect and preserve the natural and cultural resources of Andersonville                                National Historic Site, the historic site uses controlled accessibility.  All visitors and service representatives are required to enter through the gate signed “Andersonville National Historic Site,” located at the north end of the site along Georgia Highway 49, 1.5 miles north of the town of Andersonville.  All traffic associated with funerals are required to enter through the cemetery gate, located .5 miles south of the main entrance.

The park’s National Prisoner of War Museum is open daily from 8:30 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m. with the exceptions of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years Day.  The park grounds are open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. except during Memorial Day weekend.  The grounds are open until 6:00 p.m. on the Sunday before Memorial Day. Park operating hours are subject to change dependent upon seasonal visitor demands and special programs.

Unimproved roads and service roads are open for contractual services and park administrative, protection and law enforcement purposes only.  Visitors are advised to keep their vehicles on the improved park access roads.  Roads restricted for maintenance and park vehicles only are so designated with “Do Not Enter” or Service Road signs.

  (a)(2)

For the purpose of the long-term protection of the National Cemetery landscape, better service to the family and funeral homes, and a safer and more efficient operation of cemetery services, the Rostrum located at the east side of the National Cemetery is designated as a committal shelter to be used for all cemetery services.  No graveside services are permitted.  Exceptions to this rule include small parties (family only) that require no gravesite set-up for cremations and at the discretion of the cemetery director. 


The Rostrum area, the POW Memorial Grove and grassy area across from the National Cemetery are designated as locations available for public assemblies, gatherings, meetings, demonstrations and other public expressions of views.  Under a special use permit the request will be reviewed and deemed as appropriate and reasonably consistent with protection and use of the park area for the purposes for which it was established.  

1.6
Permits

The following permits are required:

· Material collections
2.

· Collection of research specimens
2.5

· Special Events
2.50

· Public assemblies and meetings
2.51

· Sale and distribution of printed materials
2.52

· Memorialization
2. 62

· Commercial filming
2.62

(a)(l)i
Spanish moss, magnolia seed pods and/or pine straw may not be collected.

(a)
(4)

Wood may not be collected, except in designated group camping area (dead wood).

(a)(5)

Walking upon, climbing, ascending, descending or traversing all earthworks, 




rifle pits, wells, walls and monuments are prohibited.

(c)
(1)

A reasonable quantity (one gallon per family or group) of blackberries, wild plums,




wild grapes and pecans may be gathered.


(c)
Application for permits may be obtained from the superintendent’s office and must 


be submitted for approval at least thirty (30) days prior to the scheduled date of the event.

2.2
Wildlife Protection

(c)(e)

Viewing of wildlife with artificial light is prohibited.

2.4

Weapons
(d)

Only Federal law enforcement officers and those cooperating state and local 



agencies are permitted to carry firearms within the jurisdiction properties of


Andersonville National Historic Site.  Exception: approved and trained volunteers 



may carry black powder weapons in the performance of living history activities


under the close supervision of a permanent black powder certified NPS employee.

2.10

Camping
(a)

Camping is prohibited in all park areas except in the primitive group area located 



within the old CCC camp area across from the cemetery entrance.  This camp 


ground is available to educational groups only.

2.11

Picnics

Visitors may picnic in designated picnic areas only.

2.13
Fires
(a)(1)

Charcoal fires are permitted under the following conditions:

· Permitted only in the designated picnic area.

· Must be self-contained in a grilling device made for such purpose.

· Ashes must be cooled then removed or placed in the trash receptacle.

2.15
Pets

(a)(1)

Pets are prohibited in the grassy areas within the national cemetery and within all 




park buildings.

2.21

Smoking
(a)

Smoking is prohibited in all public and government use buildings, National 


Prisoner of War Museum and Commemorative Courtyard, and hazardous material storage areas.


2.2

Property
(a)(2)

Property, particularly vehicles, left within the park after closing hours and after a 



National Park Service
official has reasonably attempted to locate the owner



will be determined to be abandoned.  Following this determination, a vehicle will 



be towed at the owner’s expense and the owner will be held responsible for


reclaiming their property.  Other property will be recorded under lost and found 



procedures and held for sixty (60) days.

  2.35
   Alcoholic Beverages and Controlled Substances


  (a)(3)

   Alcoholic beverages may be consumed only within the established picnic area in 

   accordance with applicable age requirements under state law or in areas/buildings 

   deemed appropriate for a special occasion as designated under a special use permit.  

   All other areas including the National Prisoner of War Museum and  

   commemorative courtyard, prison site and national cemetery are closed to the  

   consumption and/or possession of alcoholic beverages in open containers or to the  

   possession of controlled substances.

  2.62
Memorialization


Scattering of human ashes from cremation is prohibited except for eligible veterans 


     
and dependents in the buffer area east of the national cemetery.

4.15               Safety Belts

Mandatory use of a vehicle safety belt is required by the vehicle operator and any front seat passenger.

  4.17
Speed Limit

(b) Unless otherwise posted, the maximum speed limit is fifteen (15) miles per hour on all park roads.


12.4

Special Events



Designated occasions when special memorial services are permitted in the national cemetery are Easter Sunday, Memorial Day weekend including the Sunday and Monday of that weekend; the first Sunday following the first Saturday of the first weekend in October; and Veterans Day.  Other events may be scheduled at the                                                                                                discretion of the Park Superintendent.

 12.10
Floral and Commemorative Tributes

Cut flowers may be placed on the graves at any time during the year. A temporary non-breakable flower container will be used and are available in marked containers in two locations in the cemetery.  Permanent below ground containers will not be used.  Floral items will be removed by park staff when they become faded or unsightly.  Potted plants and holiday wreaths are permitted only ten (10) days before and after the Easter and Christmas holidays.  Christmas wreaths or grave blankets are permitted during the Christmas season only from December 1 to January 31.  Artificial flowers and wreaths may be placed only during the time period October 10 to April 15.


12.7

(VAULTS)

(f)

An underground vault may be placed at the time of interment at no expense to the 




National Park Service
unless money has been appropriated for such purpose.

  SOP/Interment:

For the purpose of long-term maintenance in Andersonville National Cemetery, the National Park Service presently requires the use of concrete graveliners.  Family members are encouraged to purchase sealed containers such as concrete, steel or polypropylene vaults.

  NPS-61
The use of metal, asphalt, concrete and other types of below ground burial vaults or graveliners purchased at private expense in National Cemeteries is authorized.
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