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INCIDENTS

Several incidents inadvertently deleted – see relevant numbers in incident files

01-399 – Virgin Islands NS (VI) – Illegal Immigrants

On the morning of July 27th, twenty Chinese nationals entered the territory illegally through the park. An investigation by ranger John Wilkins revealed that the four women and sixteen men were dropped off by boat in the Leinster Bay area on St. John. The group was intercepted and detained near Maho Bay by rangers and two local police officers. They were found traveling on a roadway at a point about four miles from where they’d been dropped off. They were searched, transported to the Cruz Bay police station, then turned over to the INS. They had evidently traveled to St. John from the nearby island of St. Martin during the early morning hours. [Schuler Brown, CR, VIIS, 7/27]

01-400 – Gateway NRA (NY/NJ) – Possible Suicide

The Park Police were notified of a missing person at Canarsie Pier around 9:30 a.m. on July 13th. A 39-year-old Brooklyn man had called his girlfriend at 2 a.m. and asked her to meet him at the pier because he had injured himself while fixing a flat tire on his car. The girlfriend drove to the pier, but found the car unattended and returned home. She then received a call at 3 a.m. in which he asked her to meet him at a nearby city park. She drove to the park, but was again unable to find him. She reported him missing to NYPD at 8 a.m. Investigators learned that the man was suffering from depression and had recently been admitted to a hospital for a psychological evaluation. A search of the vehicle led to the recovery of several notes that revealed that the man was depressed and in a state of distress. USPP officers found the man around 11 a.m. about 150 yards west of the pier. He was semi-conscious and suffering from head wounds and severe blood loss. He had a pick-hammer in his hand. He was taken to a local hospital, where he expired shortly thereafter. He was suffering from six strikes to his head, followed by another massive strike. The death had not been classified at the time of the report. [Lt. John Marigliano, GATE, 7/14]

[Additional reports pending. . .] 

FIRE MANAGEMENT

National Fire Situation – Preparedness Level 2

New large fires were reported yesterday in northern California and the Rockies; both were contained. Four other large fires were also contained. Initial attack was light nationwide.

Very high to extreme fire indices were reported in Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming. 

NICC has issued 

The full NICC situation report can be found at http://www.nifc.gov/news/sitreprt.pdf.
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Park Fire Situation

Yellowstone NP (WY) – NICC has dispatched a national Type 1 IMT (Frye) to the Arthur Fire, which is burning just east of the park. Active fire behavior and some torching were observed yesterday. 

Park Fire Danger

Extreme

Sequoia/Kings Canyon NPs, Dinosaur NM, Grand Teton NP

Very High
Lake Mead NRA, Hawaii Volcanoes NP

High

Joshua Tree NP, Lassen Volcanic NP, Big Bend NP

[NPS Situation Summary Report, 7/30; NICC Incident Management Situation Report, 7/31]

UPCOMING IN CONGRESSPRIVATE 

The following activities will be taking place in Congress during coming weeks on matters pertaining to the National Park Service or kindred agencies.  

For inquiries regarding legislation pertaining to the NPS, please contact the Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs at 202-208-5883/5656 and ask to be forwarded to the appropriate legislative specialist. For additional information on specific bills (full text, status, etc.), please check Congress’s web site at http://thomas.loc.gov/.

HEARINGS/MARK-UPS

Tuesday, July 31 – 2:30 p.m., 366 Dirksen

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on National Parks (Akaka): Hearing on:

S. 1175 (Lott, MS), a bill to modify the boundary of Vicksburg National Military Park to include the property known as Pemberton's Headquarters, and for other purposes.

S. 1227 (Schumer, NY), a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of the suitability and feasibility of establishing the Niagara River National Heritage Area in the State of New York, and for other purposes.

S. 689 (Schumer,  NY), a bill to convey certain Federal properties on Governors Island, New York.

H.R. 601, a bill concerning hunting and grazing issues at Craters of the Moon NM, Idaho.

Tuesday, July 31 – 10:00 a.m., 1334 Longworth

House Resources Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation, and Public Lands (Hefley): Mark-up of the following bills:

H.R. 2114 (Simpson, ID), a bill to amend the Antiquities Act regarding the establishment by the President of certain national monuments and to provide for public participation in the proclamation of national monuments.

H.R. 1814 (Olver, MA), a bill to amend the National Trails System Act to designate the Metacomet-Monadnock-Sunapee-Mattabesett Trail extending through western New Hampshire, western Massachusetts, and central Connecticut for study for potential addition to the National Trails System.

H.R. 1456 (Goode, VA), a bill to expand the boundary of the Booker T. Washington National Monument, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2385 (Hansen, UT), a bill to convey certain property to the city of  St. George, Utah, in order to provide for the protection and preservation of certain rare paleontological resources on that property, and for other purposes.

LEGISLATION INTRODUCED

The following bills either directly or indirectly pertaining to the NPS have been introduced since the last Morning Report listing of new legislation (July 24th): 

H.R. 2609 (LaFalce, NY), a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of the suitability and feasibility of establishing the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area in the State of New York, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2628 (Cramer, AL), a bill to direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of the suitability and feasibility of establishing the Muscle Shoals National Heritage Area in Alabama.

H.R. 2643 (Wu, OR), a bill to authorize the acquisition of additional lands for inclusion in the Fort Clatsop National Memorial in the State of Oregon, and for other purposes.

S. 1226 (Campbell, CO), a bill to require the display of the POW/MIA flag at the World War II memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

S. 1227 (Schumer, NY), a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of the suitability and feasibility of establishing the Niagara River National Heritage Area in the State of New York, and for other purposes.

S. 1257 (Reid, NV), a  bill to require the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a theme study to identify sites and resources to commemorate and interpret the Cold War.

NEW LAWS

The following bills have passed Congress and been signed into law by the President: 

No new laws.

*  *  *  *  *

The Morning Report solicits entries from the field and central offices for its daily and weekly sections (below). The general rule is that submissions, whatever the category, should pertain to operations, be useful to the field, and have broad significance across the agency. Additional details on submission criteria are available from the editor at any time (Bill Halainen at NP-DEWA, or Bill_Halainen@nps.gov). Ask for either incident reporting criteria (issued by WASO, June 18, 2000) or general criteria. 

Daily and weekly sections are available for news or significant developments pertaining to:

Field incidents


Interpretation and visitor services

Natural resource management
Cultural resource management

Operations (WASO only)

Memoranda (WASO only)

Requests/offers of assistance
Park-related web sites

Parks and employees

Media stories on parks

Training, meetings, and events
Queries on operational matters


Reports on “lessons learned” 

Distribution of the Morning Report is through a mailing list managed by park, office and/or regional cc:Mail hub coordinators.  Please address requests pertaining to receipt of the Morning Report to your servicing hub coordinator.  The Morning Report is also available on the web at http://www.nps.gov/morningreport
Prepared by the Division of Ranger Activities, WASO, with the cooperation and support of Delaware Water Gap NRA.
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