NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MORNING REPORT

To:         All National Park Service Areas and Offices

From:       Division of Ranger Activities, Washington Office

Day/Date:   Wednesday, June 6, 2001

INCIDENTS

01-251 – Lake Meredith NRA (TX) – Rescue

A 911 call reporting a swimmer in distress at Spring Canyon came in around 7 p.m. on June 2nd. NPS, Fritch EMS, and Hutchinson County Sheriff’s Office personnel responded. Rangers arrived on scene first and found that Aurora Murgino, 24, of Amarillo, had been pulled from the water by park visitors. She was unconscious but breathing. Rangers maintained her airway and provided additional medical support until she was transported to a hospital in Borger. Murgino was released form the hospital that night. She told rangers that she was attempting to assist two young teenage males who were having difficulty swimming when she got herself into trouble. A head count of the beach was conducted and it was determined that the boys were safe and that all parties were accounted for.  [Rhonda Terry, PIO, LAMR, 6/5]

01-252 – Yosemite NP (CA) – Rescue

On May 25th, the El Portal District ambulance responded to a mutual aid request for a motorcycle accident outside the park on Highway 140, four miles west of El Portal. The victim was a 48-year-old male suffering from a head injury and from serious internal chest and abdominal injuries. EMS personnel from both the park and county ambulance crews stabilized the man and transferred him to an air ambulance. He was flown to a regional trauma center where he was admitted to the intensive care unit in critical condition. The patient is currently alert, stable, and in good condition and has been moved out of intensive care. [Mark Harvey, PR,YOSE, 6/5]

01-253 – Colorado NM (CO) – Rescue 

On June 3rd, Olena Krawciw, 21, of Annandale, Virginia, was in the park's backcountry with her geology field trip from the University of Arizona. While climbing on her own away from her group and without equipment, she slipped and fell approximately 80 feet down a very steep and rocky slope, suffering two fractured legs, injuries to her forehead, jaw, and teeth, and numerous contusions. Rangers Bill Row and Todd Overbye and members of the Lower Valley Fire Department hiked to her location, treated her injuries, then placed her on a spine board and into a Stokes litter. Park staff helped the Mesa County Technical Rescue Team set up a litter raising system. Krawciw was retrieved and transported to the hospital via helicopter.  BLM rangers assisted with traffic control. (Ron Young, CR, COLM, 6/4)

01-254 – Upper Delaware S&RR (PA/NY) – Drowning

On the afternoon of Monday, June 4th, ranger Vince Pareago spotted an overturned canoe at Stairway Rapids on the Pennsylvania side of the Delaware River – a remote area with no road access. Pareago went to assist and found a man administering CPR to his female companion. The woman, Sue Williams, had been canoeing with him when she fell into the river. Pareago, an EMT, contacted dispatch and requested EMS assistance, then took over basic life support. CPR was continued until an ambulance from Lumberland arrived, launched its airboat from the New York side, picked up Williams and EMS personnel, and transported them to an ambulance waiting on the New York shore. Williams was pronounced dead at a local hospital. She was not wearing a life jacket at the time of the accident. [Cliff Daniels, SPR, UPDE, 6/5]

[Additional reports pending]

FIRE MANAGEMENT

National Fire Situation – Preparedness Level II

Fire new large fires were reported yesterday in Florida and Arizona, but four of them were contained. Initial attack was moderate in Florida and northern California and light elsewhere. Fire indices were very high to extreme in Arizona, California, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, Texas and Utah

NICC has not posted any watches or warnings for today.

National Resource Status (Five Day Trend)

Date


6/2
6/3
6/4
6/5
6/6

Crews


105
80
145
123
93

Engines

247
199
233
298
219

Helicopters

31
31
35
28
23

Air Tankers

0
2
2
1
1

Overhead

681
611
550
624
548

Park Fire Situation

Everglades NP (FL) – The Squaw Creek 2 Fire continues to burn four miles west of Pa-Hay-Okee overlook and is being monitored.

Park Fire Danger

Extreme
Guadalupe Mountains NP, Carlsbad Caverns NP, Hawaii Volcanoes NP

Very High
Zion NP

High

Joshua Tree NP, Big Cypress NP, Everglades NP

[NPS Situation Summary Report, 6/4; NICC Incident Management Situation Report, 6/5 – the full report can be found at http://www.nifc.gov/news/sitreprt.pdf]

OPERATIONAL NOTES

Uniform Program – VF Solutions, the NPS uniform contractor (formerly Uniform Solutions), has reported a large volume of requests for replacement of passwords that employees have lost. Employees are urged to keep their passwords in a file where they can be readily retrieved. Due to the cost involved, password replacement will no longer be done via priority mail. VF Solutions will send the password through regular mail, or to the employee’s personal government email address. For security purposes, it cannot be emailed to any other address(es). [Randy Coffman, RAD/WASO0

FILM AT 11. . .

On Saturday, June 9th, at 11 a.m., WAMU radio (88.5 MHz) in the Washington, DC area, will air a one hour special on Rock Creek Park on the Metro Connection radio show.  The program, entitled “Rock Creek Park, Gathering Place and Dividing Line,” can also be heard live via the internet at www.wamu.org. WAMU will also have a web page with expanded information on the topics covered in the program. Click on the Metro Connection link.  [Laura Illige, ROCR]

*  *  *  *  *

The Morning Report solicits entries from the field and central offices for its daily and weekly sections (below). The general rule is that submissions, whatever the category, should pertain to operations, be useful to the field, and have broad significance across the agency. Additional details on submission criteria are available from the editor at any time (Bill Halainen at NP-DEWA, or Bill_Halainen@nps.gov). Ask for either incident reporting criteria (issued by WASO, June 18, 2000) or general criteria. 

Daily and weekly sections are available for news or significant developments pertaining to:

Field incidents


Interpretation and visitor services

Natural resource management
Cultural resource management

Operations (WASO only)

Memoranda (WASO only)

Requests/offers of assistance
Park-related web sites

Parks and employees

Media stories on parks

Training, meetings, and events
Queries on operational matters


Reports on “lessons learned” 

Distribution of the Morning Report is through a mailing list managed by park, office and/or regional cc:Mail hub coordinators.  Please address requests pertaining to receipt of the Morning Report to your servicing hub coordinator.  The Morning Report is also available on the web at http://www.nps.gov/morningreport
Prepared by the Division of Ranger Activities, WASO, with the cooperation and support of Delaware Water Gap NRA.
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