NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MORNING REPORT

To:         All National Park Service Areas and Offices

From:       Division of Ranger Activities, Washington Office

Day/Date:   Friday, January 12, 2001

INCIDENTS

01-010 – Grand Canyon NP (AZ) – Arrest of Concession Employee

Citizen complaints and investigative leads led to the arrest of concession employee Michael Mahoney on January 6th. An automated criminal history revealed that Mahoney had several previous felony convictions. The subsequent investigation led to the discovery that he had an SKS rifle in his possession. Mahoney was arrested for being a felon in possession of a firearm. His employment with AMFAC was terminated, and he now resides in the county jail. [Brian Lakes, South Rim District, GRCA, 1/8]

01-011 – Harpers Ferry Center (WV) – Serious Employee Illness

Exhibit planner Jim Mount has undergone surgery at the Heart Center at Cone Hospital in Greensboro, North Carolina. Jim was working at Guilford Courthouse when he became ill and was taken to the hospital. Additional information will be provided in future editions of the Morning Report. [Julie Schroyer, HFC, 1/10]

FIRE MANAGEMENT

National Fire Plan

No new information. Please check the NPS Fire Management Program Center web page (www.fire.nps.gov) for further information on fire plan projects.

Park Fires

No fires reported.

CULTURAL/NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

No submissions.

INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR SERVICES

No submissions.

OPERATIONAL NOTES

No submissions.

MEMORANDA

“Servicewide Harry Yount National Park Ranger Award,” signed by Director Stanton on January 10th and sent to all regional directors with a February 23rd reply date. The full text follows:

“Nominations for the Servicewide Harry Yount National Park Ranger Award for excellence in the art and science of ‘rangering,’ which is presented annually to one of the Regional Harry Yount Award honorees, are due by the subject due date.  

“The Servicewide Harry Yount National Park Ranger Award is a peer recognition that is given to that individual whose overall impact, record of accomplishments, and excellence in traditional park ranger duties has created an appreciation for the park ranger profession on the part of the public and other members of the profession.  

“This award, made possible by a gift from The Eureka Company to the National Park Foundation, not only recognizes and honors outstanding park rangers but seeks to:


• Encourage high standards of performance


• Foster an especially responsive attitude towards public service 


• Enhance public appreciation of the park ranger profession

 
• Build esprit de corps and further the spirit of the art and science of ‘rangering’

“As former Director George B. Hartzog, Jr. said in Battling for the National Parks, ‘... rangers are the cornerstone of every park organization ... Every superintendent has used the phrase “Have the rangers do it” thousands of times.  A park would not be a park without a ranger.’  

“This award honors park rangers who have formed the ‘cornerstone of every park organization.’  Skilled in traditional generalist ranger duties, their records show both tangible and intangible benefits to the park ranger profession.  Their total impact exceeds normal expectations and they reflect initiative, imagination, perseverance, competence, creativity, resourcefulness, dedication, and integrity.  

“Harry Yount Award honorees demonstrate:


• Outstanding leadership 


• Exemplary contributions


• Notably high standards of performance 


• Excellence in traditional park ranger duties and skills


• Dedication to the park ranger profession


• A record of overall excellence of service

“Previous recipients have included Joe Fowler, Jim Hannah, Tomie Lee, Mike Anderson, 

Dale Antonich, and Stuart Schneider.  These park rangers embody the intent of the Servicewide Harry Yount National Park Ranger Award, which is to honor park rangers who are in the middle of their career and who have consistently gone out every day and done the traditional generalist park ranger duties of protecting the resources and serving the visitor, and doing it well in the eyes of their peers. 

“Recipients of the Servicewide Harry Yount National Park Ranger Award form the heart of the Ranger Corps, reflecting its high standards and commitment to the National Park Service mission. They are knowledgeable of and sensitive to the natural, cultural, and recreational resources that makeup the National Park System, placing them foremost in their priorities.  Their leadership in being able and willing to do the tough jobs well – with style, grace, appreciation, and humor--serves as a role model for all rangers.  Through them the highest and best traditions and values of the National Park Service are carried on as they accept opportunities for and meet challenges to excellence.

“Each region is to have a Regional Harry Yount Award Program. The recipients of the Regional Harry Yount Awards will be the nominees for the Servicewide award.

“Nominations for the Servicewide Harry Yount National Park Ranger Award are to be sent to John Townsend, National Park Service, 1709 Jackson Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68102-2571.  They are due no later than the designated due date.  Questions should be directed to 

John Townsend, at 402/221-3416 or by cc:Mail, at Townsend, JT.”

INTERCHANGE

Voyageurs NP (MN) – The park is interested in hearing from areas that have negotiated cooperative agreements with their local counties. They are interested in agreements that go beyond normal mutual aid agreements. If you can help, contact superintendent Barbara West via cc:Mail. [Barbara West, VOYA]

PARKS AND PEOPLE

Canyonlands NP (UT) - The park has just put out an announcement on USAJobs for a GS-13 chief ranger. Contact the park for further information. [Phil Brueck, CANY]

Yosemite NP (CA) - The park has an opening for a permanent subject-to-furlough GS-9 protection ranger. The person selected will serve as Yosemite's lead wilderness patrol ranger for nordic, foot and horse patrols. The announcement number is YOSE 01-07 and can be found on USAJobs. It will close on January 23rd. For further information, contact wilderness manager Laurel Boyers via cc:Mail or at 209-372-0347. [Laurel Boyers, YOSE]

UPCOMING IN CONGRESS

The following is the final installment in the listing of laws affecting the NPS from the 106th Congress that has appeared in the Morning Report this week. The list was prepared by Don Hellman, deputy assistant director of the Service’s Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs. The relevant public law (P.L.) appears at the beginning of each entry.

Grants Passed Through the NPS

P.L. 106-86 – Authorizes $4.25 million in grant assistance to preserve Paoli and Brandywine battlefields, NJ

P.L. 106-387 – Provides authority for the Secretary to give $2.5 million in a grant for the acquisition of lands for the Fallen Timbers Battlefield and Fort Miami NHS, OH (included in Agriculture Appropriations Act for FY 2002)

P.L. 106-281 – Authorizes $16 million in grant assistance to build the Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati, OH; authorizes $15 million in grant assistance to construct the Palace of Governors Annex in Santa Fe, NM; authorizes $50 million in grant assistance to build the Abraham Lincoln Library in Springfield, IL; authorizes $1.6 million to the Kenmore Association for the management of Ferry Farm, VA (included in Department of the Interior Appropriations Act for FY 2001)

Area Studies

P.L. 106-113 – Authorizes the National Park Service to study 14 areas for their suitability and feasibility to be units of the National Park System (included in Department of the Interior Appropriations Act for FY 2000). These areas are Anderson Cottage, D.C.; Bioluminescent Bay, PR; Civil Rights Sites, multi-state; Crossroads of the American Revolution, NJ; Fort Hunter Liggett, CA; Fort King, FL; Gaviota Coast, CA; Kate Mullany House, NY; Loess Hills, IA; Low County Gullah Culture, multi-state; Nan Madol, Micronesia (upon request of government); Walden Pond and Woods, MA; World War II Sites, Northern Marianas; World War II Sites, Palau (upon request of government)

P.L. 106-349 – Authorizes a study of the Carter Woodson Home, DC

P.L. 106-352 – Authorizes study of World War II home front sites across U.S. (included in the Rosie the Riveter/World War II Home Front NHP Act)

P.L. 106-487 – Authorizes a study of the Vicksburg Campaign Trail

P.L. 106-516 – Authorizes a study of sites associated with Harriet Tubman in NY and MD

P.L. 106-470 – Authorizes an Upper Housatonic River Valley, CT heritage study

P.L. 106-473 – Authorizes a study of the route of Washington and Rochambeau in the American Revolutionary War

P.L. 106-563 – Authorizes a study of the Lincoln Highway

P.L. 106-577 – Authorizes a study of the Golden Spike/Crossroads of the West Heritage Area (included in the California Trail Interpretive Act)

Trails 

P.L. 106-135 – Provides for a study of the Star-Spangled Banner trail as a possible national historic trail

P.L. 106-307 – Establishes El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT

P.L. 106-509 – Establishes the Ala Kahakai NHT, HI

Wild and Scenic Rivers

P.L. 106-20 – Designates Sudbury, Assabet, and Concord wild and scenic rivers, MA

P.L. 106-192 – Authorizes additions to the Lamprey wild and scenic river, NH

P.L. 106-299 – Establishes the Weikiva wild and scenic river, FL

P.L. 106-357 – Authorizes the White Clay Creek wild and scenic river, DE

P.L. 106-318 – Authorizes study of Tauton river, MA for potential addition to wild and scenic river system

P.L. 106-418 – Authorizes the Lower Delaware wild and scenic river, PA

Commissions

P.L. 106-68 – Makes technical corrections to the Centennial of Flight Commemoration Act (involving the Wright Brothers NM and Dayton Aviation Heritage NHP)

P.L. 106-134 – Corrects constitutional problem with affecting commission appointments at Keeweenaw National Historical Park, MI

P.L. 106-173 – Authorizes the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission

P.L. 106-173 – Makes technical change that reauthorizes the Delaware Water Gap NRA Citizen Advisory Commission (included in Omnibus Parks Technical Corrections Act )

P.L. 106-565 – Jamestown 400th Commemoration Commission (similar language was also enacted as part of the H.R. 4577, included in the Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY 2001)

P.L. 106-554 – Extends the C&O Canal Commission for ten years (included in the Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY 2001)

D.C. Memorials

P.L. 106-113 – Extends the authority to establish the Thomas Paine Memorial in Washington, D.C. to December 31, 2003 (included in Department of Interior Appropriations Act for FY 2000)

P.L. 106-214 – Authorizes placement of a plaque within the site of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to honor those Vietnam veterans who died after their service in the Vietnam war, but as a direct result of that service

P.L. 106-302 – Extends period for creation of the Air Force Memorial

P.L. 106-348 – Authorizes the Disabled Veterans LIFE Memorial

P.L. 106-365 – Provides for the placement of a plaque at the Lincoln Memorial to commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have A Dream” speech

P.L. 106-442 – Extends authority for the establishment of a memorial to Black Patriots

P.L. 106-479 – Authorizes the establishment of the Frederick Douglas Memorial Gardens

Congressional Recognition

P.L. 106-132 – Designates Miller Field at Gateway National Recreation Area, NJ to honor World War Veterans

P.L. 106-291 – Designates the Blue Ridge Parkway headquarters building in Asheville, NC as the “Gary E. Everhardt Headquarters Building” (included in Department of the Interior Appropriations Act for FY 2001)

Commemorative Coins

P.L. 106-126 – Authorizes the Lief Ericson Millennium Commemorative Coin Act (includes the Lewis and Clark Expedition Commemorative Coin)

Appropriations

P.L. 106-113 – Department of the Interior Appropriations for FY 2000

P.L. 106-246 – Provides supplemental appropriations for various NPS programs, including compensation for those affected by Cerro Grande fire in NM and for Glacier Bay fisherman (included in the Military Construction Appropriations Act for FY 2001)

P.L. 106-346 – Requires the federal share of the reconstruction of a road and causeway in Shiloh NMP to be 100 percent and provides $16 million for construction of and improvements to the North Shore Road in Swain County in Greater Smokey Mountains NP, NC (included in the Transportation Appropriations Act for FY 2001)

P.L. 106-291 – Department of the Interior Appropriations for FY 2001

P.L. 106-554 – Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY 2001

P.L. 106-259 – Defense Appropriations for FY 2001 (funding for Ft. Baker/GGNRA) – P.L. 106-259.

*  *  *  *  *
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