NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MORNING REPORT

To:         All National Park Service Areas and Offices

From:       Division of Ranger Activities, Washington Office

Day/Date:   Monday, June 26, 2000

ALMANAC

On this date in 1876, Sioux and Northern Cheyenne Indians killed Lt. Col. George A. Custer and all members of his 7th U.S. Cavalry battalion at the Battle of the Little Bighorn, Montana.  The site is preserved is Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument.

INCIDENTS

00-313 – Independence NHP (PA) – Special Event

On June 15th, the park held a ceremony marking the opening of “Great Essentials,” a major new exhibit in the west wing of Independence Hall featuring the Philip Syng inkstand, believed to have been used for the ceremonial signing of both the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, and the park’s copies of the those two documents and the Articles of Confederation. The exhibit was funded by a grant from the Pew Charitable Trusts, much of which funded state of the art protective cases for the inkstand and documents and development of explanatory panels. [Phil Sheridan, PIO, INDE, 6/19]

00-314 – Richmond NB (VA) – Special Event

The park held the grand opening of its new visitor center at the Tredegar Iron Works, a National Historic Landmark, on June 17th. Director Stanton was the keynote speaker; about 500 people attended the ceremony. The focus of the 12,000-square-foot visitor center is on Richmond’s battlefields, the participants, Richmond’s home front, and the context of the Civil War. The Tredegar Iron Works were the South’s largest major antebellum iron works capable of producing cannon and railroad rails. It supplied the Confederate army with more than 1,100 cannon. The project was undertaken in conjunction with the Richmond Historic Riverfront Foundation. [Tim Mauch, SPR, RICH, 6/19]

FIRE SITUATION

The fire report is not available this morning; it will resume on Tuesday.

CULTURAL/NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

No submissions.

INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR SERVICES

No submissions.

OPERATIONAL NOTES

No submissions.

MEMORANDA

No submissions.

INTERCHANGE

No submissions.

PARKS AND PEOPLE

Death Valley NP (CA) – The park has broken another temperature record. The high on June 15th was 126 degrees, surpassing the old record for the date by four degrees.

*  *  *  *  *
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